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ESPERANCE LAND

Fresence of Mr. J. B. Regan at Conference.
Personal Explanation

MR. BOVELL (Vasse—Minister for
Lands) [5.35 p.n.1: With your indulgence,
Mr. Speaker, I would like to make a per-
sonal explanation.

Mr. Tonkin: Your memory has revived,
has it?

Mr. BOVELL: Earlier this afternoon the
Leader 91’ the Opposition asked a series
of questions included in which was—

Wotild I try to revive my memory
- to the extent of telling the House
whether Mr. J. B. Regan of Geo.
Fielder & Co. was also present at the
conference of the subcommittee.

Ab the time I said I could not reecall
whether that was so, but I have since
remembered that he did meet a Cabinet
subcommittee. There was no intention on
my part to mislead the House. The fact
is I did not reeall it at that particular
time, but I have since checked the position
and my memory has been prompted.

Mr. Tonkin: Was anybody else there?

The SPEAKER: QOrder! The Leader of
the Opposition cannot ask that question.

Mr. Graham: The Minister for Lands
does not want to ahswer it.

House adjourned at 5.36 p.m.
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Tuesday, the 10th October, 1967

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. I.. C, Diver)
took the Chair at 430 pm. and read
prayers,

QUESTIONS (7): ON NOTICE
TRANSPORT

Scarborough-Karrinyup-Triggs Area:
Ezpress Bus Service
1. The Hon. H. R, ROBINSON asked the
Minister for Mines:

(1> What progress has been made on
the pronosed “Kiss and Ride” fast
transit bus service for the
Searborough - Karrinyup - Triggs
area?

(2) (a) When will work commence
on the construction of the
terminal station at Innaloo:
and

(b} when is it anticipated the
service will be brought into
operation?

The Hon. A. ¥, GRTFFITH replied:

{1} Discussions have been held with
interested parties but Analisation
of exact area and location of bus

2.

transfer station is not yet com-
plete, although it is expected to
incorporate land adjoining the
new shopping centre on the corner
of Scarborough Beach Road and
Oswald Street, Innaloo. This will
also include movement of the slow
learning children’s school to an-
other site. As present their area
of land is insufficient for require-
ments.

{2) (a) and (b) Early construction
and commencement of services is
not expected.

The success of this proposal in
terms of public acceptance will rest
oh the exient to which it enables
the M.T.T. to provide a Tfaster
service from Innaloo to the city.
The main restriction on this
route. to M.T.T. buses, particularly
in peak hours, is the West Perth
subway.

Prior to committing this expendi-
ture, the authorities concerned are
examining the possibility of pro-
viding buses with an alternative
route to the city.

COMPANIES ACT

Amendments Recommended by
Conjerence of Attorneys-General

The Hon, W. F. WILLESEE asked the

Minister for Justice:
Can the Minister advise if at the
July meeting of the Standing
Committee of Commonwealth and
State Attorneys-General, it was
decided to bring forward amend-
ments to the Companies Act dur-
ing the present session of Parlia-
ment?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

N¢ amendment (o the Companies
Act will be made in the present
session.

This question was postponed.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Muradup and Darkan: Provision

The Hon. S. T. J. THOMPSON asked

the Minister for Mines:
Will the Minister for Electricity
give some definite indication as to
when the residents of Muradup
and Darkan are lkely to be able
to utilise the services of the State
Electricity Commission?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

At the present rate of progress in
the great southern area it Is
expected that the commission’s
mains will reach Darkan townsite
in March, 1968, and Muradup
townsite in April, 1968.
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CATTLE

Sales at Midland Junction Abattoir:
Scales

5. The Hon, N, McNEILL asked the

.

members of the Esperance & Dis
trict Seed Producers Association
relating to the marketing o
small seed?

Minister for Mines: The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(1) What progress has been made
towards the adoption of a system
of liveweight selling of cattle at
Midland saleyards?

(2)-As the Government has an-
nounced that scales would be in-
stalled to operate on a trial basis,
would he advise—

(a} have scales now been installed,
and if so, how many;

(hy what type of scales have
been selected, and from where
were they obtained; and

(e} if the scales are in operation,
how many trials have been
conducted?

(3) What has been the total installa- 7
tion cost of the scales?

{4) By whom is this cost being borne?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(1) Meetings have been held between
the Midland Junction Abattoir
Board, PFarmers’ Union, Pas-
toralists and Graziers Associa-
tion, Meat and Allied Trades
Federation, W.A., Livestock
Salesmen’s Association, and the
Livestock Buyers Association.

As a result of these discussions
the Midland Junction Abatioir
Board has been asked to post-
pone the siting of the scales -’
until after a full examination
can be made of a similar set of
seales which are expected to be
in operation with the opening of
the new metropolitan saleyards
at Homebush, New South Wales,
in January, 1968.

(2) (a) Answered by (1),

(b) Weighbridge scales to be
supplied by Co-operative
Bulk Handling Ltd.

{(¢) Answered by (1).

(3) The estimated cost is expected to
be approximately $2,000 per set.

(4) The Government.

MAREKETING OF SMALL SEED

It has been decided to conduct 1
referendum to see whether ¢
majority of growers are in favou
of an orderly marketing schem:
for barrel medic growers.

This referendum will be conductet
by the Chief Electoral Officer afte:
the State general elections nex
year. . ]
At the present time work is beint
done on preliminary considera
tions in connection with the re
ferendum.

LAND AT EALBARRI
Lease Agreement

The Hon. C. E, GRIFFITHS askec
the Minister for Mines:

Further to my question on Wed:
nesday, the 4th October, 1967, re-
lating to home sites at Kalharrl—

(a) would the Minister lay upor
the Table of the House a cOp}
of the lease agreement re-
ferred to in his reply to part
(1> of the question; and

(1) would I be correct in assum-
ing that the lease on Lot 88
would be terminated in view
of the fact that the lessee Is
deceased?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(a) Yes, copy of which it is reguestec

be tabled for one week.

(b) The estate of the deceased lesset

is not finalised but his son, whe
is in possession of a curtreni
fisherman’s license, and who i
living and working at EKalbarri
has indicated his desire to obtair
a transfer of the lease to himself
The department will consider the
question further when the posi-
tion relating to the estate of the
deceased lessee clarifies.

The lease agreement was fabled.

IRON ORE (HANWRIGHT)
AGREEMENT BILL

Third Reading

Deputation to Minister Bill read a third time, on motion by The

6. The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the ;‘gg-pgésggﬁnfﬁth (Minister for Mines).

Minister for Mines:
Has the Minister for Agriculture
yvet reached a decision regarding
the submissions made to him by
a deputation introduced by my-

FAUNA PROTECTION ACT
AMENDMENT BILIL

Second Reading

self, and consisting of officers and Debate resitmed from the 5th October
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THE HON. R. THOMPSON (South Met-
ropolitan) [444 pm.]: 1 wish to give
my general support to this legislation. A
start must be made to educate people who
derive sport from hunting fauna, and the
legislation is, therefore, timely. I think
the general observations that have been
made about the Bill in relation to kangaroo
shooters are worthy of note. In June this
year I travelled several hundred miles
north of Cue. 1 stayed with kangaroo
shooters for three days, and during that
time went out each night with these
shooters, and found them to be men who
were most experienced in kangaroo shoot-
ing, and most conscious of the fact that
the kangaroo ought to be conserved. This
attitude was quite evident, beecause these
people derive their livelihood from shoot-
ing kangaroos.

On no occasion did I see them shoot a
kangarco which was not the largest in the
pack. On occasions they would place their
spotlight on the kangaroos and, if they
found them to be too small, they would
turn off the spotlight and move to an-
other pack, which might be 15 miles away.
From my point of view their manner of
shooting was most humane. I did not see
a single wounded kangaroo escape. Each
time any of the men pulled the trigger the
result was a dead kangaroo.

The men to whom I refer are excellent
operators who have been trained in their
art from early childhood. The method of
their operation was thoroughly clean, and
I was particularly impressed with the way
they looked affer the interests of the
station owner. They would shoot perhaps
20 kangaroos; throw them on the back
of a truck—which incidentally was hosed
down later—and they would take these
kangaroos some distance off the main road
where they would dress them. After having
done this they would hang them up and
take them back to the freezer where they
were snap frozen.

This meat could quite safely be offered
for human consumption, provided it was
inspected when it reached Perth. I was
most impressed with the cleanliness and
the skill of these operators. At this stage
I might point out that I do not think there
is any danger, even from unscrupulous
shooters, of the red kangaroo being shot
out in Western Australia, I say this because
for every red kangarco shot there are at
least 20 which are frightened and which
get away into the bush. The ‘roos are
generally shot on the sides of the tracks,
and quite often there are thousands of
acres between the tracks up and down
which the men move. I have no fear
whatever that the red kangaroco will be
shot out in Western Australia.

When, however, we consider the question
of duck shooting, which is a favourite pas-
time of many people, including myself, I
think the suggestion made by Mr. Willesee
is a very good one indeed. It would be a
very good idea to have some form of badge
supplied to shooters. I say this because
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under the Firearms and Guns Act the posi-
tion as it applies to the license is quite
ridiculous. The license is nothing more
than a piece of paper which one is sup=
posed to carry at all times.

I support the idea of having a cheap
plastic badge, perhaps with the words
“Fauna license No. 1,"” or something simi-
lar, inscribed on it. The badge could per-
haps be green and be made about the size
of an R.3L. badge. It could be pinned
either inside or outside the clothing of the
shooter.

Mention was made by the Minister that,
due to the drainage of a large area of
500,000 acres of wetland in the south-west
of our State, reservatijons would have to
be set aside and property would have to be
purchased for the breeding of our wildlife.

I go along with that, but when we come
closer to the c¢ity, where no drainage
whatever takes place, and where there is
much clearing of land, this year there was
a much higher level of water in the lakes
and swamps than has ever been known
before. I refer particularly to Lake Yange-
bup, in the Jandakot area. For the first
time in history, the waters of this lake
crossed the road, and this was brought
about mainly by the clearing of adjacent
lands, With ploughing and cultivation
there has been a greater run-off of flood
waters which has resulted in our swamps
and lakes being at a record level.

Over the past few years, the breeding
habits of the various species of ducks and
geese in the Jandakot area have produced
good results. From a shooter’s point of
view it is a pleasure to see the number of
young birds around. Many people are not
happy that next year the date of the open-
ing of the season is to be the 20th January.
However, T am more than happy with that
date. I can recall the position several years
ago—the present Minister was not the
Minister for Fisheries and Fauna—when I
made representations to the then Minister
early in December to have the opening of
the season delayed for up to six weeks be-
cause of the large numbers of baby grey
ducks—commonly called “teal” I is a
cranky little bird and if there is sufficient
rain and water about it will keep on
breeding.

Back in February, 1945, we had some
exceptional rains; and this happened again
in 1955 or 1956. These grey ducks mated
and bred again in February of those years.
I made those representations several years
ago because a large number of Happers
and ducks not feathered were still around
our lakes. These young birds cannot fly;
and if they are shot they are useless to
eal because there is no flesh on them. In
the main, they become the victims of the
inexperienced shooter.

Not all shooters shoot on the wing; some

will not even shoot on the water if they
can get ducks on the land. This is a fact.
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If they can get them on a bank they
tnink they have more ducks to shoof at. I
agree entirely that the next season should
open on the 20th January. I think the date
should be set on or about the 20th January
each year, just as a date is set for the
crayfishing industry.

Our duck population has seriously de-
creased over the past 10 to 15 years. Ten
or 15 years ago it was not uncommon to
see flocks of up to 500 and 600 ducks in
the area where I shoot. Now if anyone sees
a floek of 20 or more, he thinks he is
going to have a wonderful night’'s shooting.
Even flocks of 30 are very rare,

The fime is mot very far away when
we will have to close the duck-shooting
semson for possibly four or five years to
allow the ducks to breed up again and so
increase their numbers. Over the past few
years there has been indiseriminate
shooting of ducks. The problem which the
Minister will have to face—he has not told
us yet how he intends to act—is that of
policing the Act. In my day 1 have run
into many honorary inspectors ahd my
impression of them is that they have a
license to break the law. I do not like them
one little bit, because I have seen hon-
orary fauna inspectors do things which a
regular duck shooter would not do. I do
not go along with the line of thought that
this Act ean be policed by honorary in-
spectors.

At the present time I believe there are

seven full-time fauna inspectors in West-
ern Australia, plus the fisheries inspectors
who have not the time to worry about
wild ducks when the season is open bhe-
cause they are busily engaged in the eray-
fishinig section, and other sections, of the
fishing industry., Therefore any moneys
that accumulate should be used to provide
extra inspectors in preference to the pur-
chasing of land at this stage, because until
the public are educated that they are
allowed to shoot here and not there, in-
discriminate shooting will always be a
problem. It is the greafest problem that
the Minister and the department have to
face.
. Then we come to the problem of lack
of eo-operation within the various Govern-
ment departments. Several weeks ago 1
had cause to be in touch with the Harbour
and Light Department, but first of all 1
will go hack to 1964, when I was approached
by the president of what is known as the
Lake Walyungup Ski Club. This club ap-
plied to the Rockingham Shire Council
for permission to ski on Lake Walyungup,
or what is commoniy called Salt Lake,
which is the second largest lake on the
righthand side of the road going to Man-
durah.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon:
the depth of that lake?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: ‘The basin on

the lake would possibly be 30 feet or 40 feet
deep in the middle. Ssli Lake has never

What is
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been known to dry up. I understand it i
in some way connected with the sea; henc
its being called Salt Lake. White Lak
contains a white brackish type of water
which never turns salt. Salt Lake defin
itely Is salty; and, when only the basin i
left, one can see the edges of the lak
encrusted with salt. I do not suggest tha
we should establish another salt industr;
at this lake.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon:
curious.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The Lak
Walyungup Ski Club asked the Rocking
ham Shire Council for a lease ¢of, or per
mission to use, the lake for skiing pur
poses. I will quote correspondence date«
the l1th December, 1964, as follows:—

Dear Sir,

Your letter of 28th November, 196
was placed before the last meeting ¢
this Council. I was directed to advis
you that this Council has granted per
mission for your Club to use Lake Wal
yungup for the purpose of skiing, sub
ject to the provision of adequate septi
toilets onn the foreshore.

In regard to this matter, would ym
please contact the Council's Healt]
Inspector who will advise you of hi
requirements.

Yours faithfully,

(Sgd) D. J. Cuthbertson,

) Shire Clerk.
That was very good, These people the
tried to purchase an area of land alongsid
the lake so that they would have access t
the lake. However when a transfer was ap
plied for it was brought to the owner’s at
tention that under the regional plan th
area was reserved for public open space
To cut a long story short, the owner of th
land allowed the ¢lub to have access to th
lake. The members of the club constructe
a groyne and landing facilities for them
selves. The club was a family group an
membership was not open to the public
Anyone who wanted to join had to mee
with the requirements of the club. Peopl
could not just buzz around the lake an
disturp the wildlife,

The following letter was received fron
the Chief Warden of Fauna by the Rock
ingham Shire Clerk:—

Following inspections of Lake Wal
yungup and discussion of the plans tha
the Lake Walyungup Ski Club has fo
the use of the open waters of tha
lake, T am convinced that orderly ski
ing there in the manner contemplate:
will have very little eflect on th
fauna of the area.

I do believe, however, that skiin
activities should be limited to the on
ciub, so as to limit any possible dis
turbance to g minimum and that th
club should be limited to a reasoneh}
section of foreshore to reduce th
amount of cover that will need to b
destroyed.

I was jus
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The members of this club, after all the
trouble they had gone to, had been told
previously by the Pisheries and Fauna De-
partment that it could not use the lake for
skiing purposes, because that would en-
danger the wildlife around the lake. How-
ever, during October of that year I con-
tacted an officer from the department of
fauna and we went to the area to have
a look at it during the middle of the duck
breeding season.

As a result of that visit, the club was
given permission to use the lake basin for
skling from the 1st January until Easter
of each year. The use of the lake during
that period would not cause any disruption
of the breeding habits of the birds. That
system has applied until this yvear. The
members of the club have played the game
with much ecredit to themselves. How-
ever, during August of this year the presi-
dent of the ski club received the following
letter from the Shire of Rockingham:—

Enclosed please find copy of letter
received from the Harbour and Lights
Department regarding the use of Lake
Walyungup for ski-ing purposes.

The letter is forwarded to you for

your information and attention and, it

may be advisable for you to contact
the Harbour and Lighfs Department
direct and obtain their approval to
continue using the lake.

The letter which was enclosed, from the
Harbour and Light Department, was as
follows:— .

I refer fo the conversation held this
week between yourself and Mr. Arm-
strong from this Department sand
should be chliged if you would inform
the Lake Walvungup £ki Club that
although it controls the present access
road to the Lake it has not the ex-
clusive use of the Lake for water ski-
ing should other launching facilities
be established.

I view this rather seriously. We find that
after an examination by the fauna in-
spector, and an undertaking given by the
slub—the undertaking has been honoured
ind no complaints whatsoever have been
received—another person who has bought
1 store in the area wants to set up a
sublic ski ramp on this particular lake.
That person did not go near the depart-
mnent of fauna; he went to the Harbour
md Light Department. I had diseussions
¥ith the officer concerned and he told me,
n no uncertain terms, that the lake had
wthing to do with ¢he department of
‘auna. He said that all navigable waters
:ame within the control of the Harbour
ind Light Department.

This problem will have to be looked at
n the case of other navigable waters, par-
icularly in the south-west of our State
vhere gki clubs could be formed and could
e given permission by the Harbour and
JAght Department to use the lakes. Those
lubs could do more damage than would
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be done if the duck-shooting season were
left open all the year around. If the
breeding habits of the birds are upset we
will have no ducks left within a very short
time.

I say there is no co-operation bhetween
the various depariments. After my dGis-
cussion with the Harbour and I.ighv De-
partment I rang the Fisheries and Fauna
Department and contacted the officer con-
cerned. Neither department seemed to
know what controls the other had. I ieel
that at all discussions whiclh take place
when the board is set up—I would rather
use the word ‘“authority’” for probably the
same reason as Mr. McNeill did-—-the heads
of departments should be represented, and
particularly the Harbour and Light De-
partment. If that department is to give per-
mission to hodies to set up ski clubs on our
various waterways, it will have an adverse
effect on the wildlife.

I support the Bill, but I trust the Min-
ister will take heed of what I have said—
particularly my last comments—and make
sure that mcre restrictions are placed on
the opening up of our inland waterways
for skiing purposes.

THE HON. C, R. ABBEY (West) 5.7
p.m.}: Quite rightly, this Bill has brought
forth a good deal of comment, and no
doubt otheyr members will also contribute
to the debate. The point made hy Mr,
Ron Thompson regarding wardens is not,
1 think, well founded. It may well be that
in the small areas he has referred to there
could be one or two wha do not meet the
necessary reguirements, but in my experi-
ennce I have found tha{ wardens through-
out the State generally are very good.
They carry out the duties with which they
are charged, and they are very concerned
to see that our fauna is preserved.

Most of the wardens in the inland areas,
whom I know, are shooters themselves.
They do not want to see the game numbers
decrease, and they take every step possi-
ble to preserve them. 1In fact, I
have known many of them to pairol at
times when they felt it was necessary to
make sure that the spirit of the sport of
duck shooting, in particular, was being
observed. That is my experience, and I
was sorry to hear Mr. Ron Thompson make
the point he did because I think this sort
of undue criticism could lead to a break-
down of the system, and many interested
people are doing this jeb at present.

In his second reading speech the Minis-
ter made some very interesting comunents.
I found his reference to the possible future
benefits to the human race from research
into the Rotinest quokka, and its possible
application as a cure for muscular
dystrophy, extremely interesting. Without
doubt, that would be a ray of hope for
thore unfortunates who suffer from this
dread disease. No doubt Dr. Hislop will
have something to say on this matter
when he makes his contribution to the de-
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bate on the Bill—as I hope he will. This
illustration, and others contained in the
Minister’s speech, give all of us some cause
for thought.

Personally, 1 have never doubted the
wisdom of conserving our fauna. It is
only natural that those who live in close
contact with nature should have some
understanding of the problem. Farmers
and pastoralists, by virtue of theit calling,
are constantly in touch with the problem
which faces conservationists in preserving
our wildlife.

Naturally, there are some who are de-
structive and, no doubt, they number guite
a few. On the other hand, there are others
who are very concerned that we retain our
fauna in perpetuity. I know of manhy
people in my cwn distriect who show, by
their interest and actions, that they are
ready and willing to co-operate in this
regard.

I think perhaps the Minister will recall
that only last year, just before Christmas,
he was invited to Beverley and he met a
number of pecople interested in the con-
servation of fauna. .

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I had a
very interesting day.

The Hon. €. R. ABBEY: I am glad the
Minister had an interesting day. We are
rather proud of the actions taken by the
shire council at Beverley, by members of
the ski club who operate on a lake east
of Beverley, and by others—-particularly
the wardens of the district who are co-
aperating with the Department of Fisher-
fes and Fauns in its efforts to improve the
breeding of ducks and wildlife in these
areas.

I would like to mention two people in
particular who have played a major part
in fostering the conservation of fauna in
that area. I refer to Mr. Jack McLean of
Bally Bally, and Mrx. Henry Hall of Dangin.
Those are only two whom I have picked
out; but there are many others. However,
the two men I mentioned have played a
leading part in getting together a group
of people who are interested in skiing and
in damming up the outlets of the lakes—
in particular Lake Mears, and other lakes
east of Beverley—and in conjunction with
the shire council they have been very suc-
cessful. In some cases the depth of the
water has been increased by three feet or
four feet and this has meant that many
small islands have formed. The ducks have
been hreeding prolifically on these small
islands.

As members would know, in our State it
has always been the practice for ducks
to breed in swamps adjolning larger lake
areas. The damming of the lakes has
created even more favourable conditions
for duck breeding. I hope that when money
is available from the licenses to be issued
to duck shooters these areas will be in-
vestigated by the fauna board with a view
to encouraging the nesting and breeding of
ducks.
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The lakes east of Beverley are very salty.
They have been tested by Mr. Jack McLean
over many months and generally they are
almost twice as salty as the sea.

At the instigation of the Minister, in-
vestigations by the department have shown
that, to date, suitabie fish for introduction
to these lakes are not available, However,
there must be some fish that are suitable,
because at certain times of the year liter-
ally millions of small fish—mainly min-
nows—which are able to survive in the
salty conditions of the lakes, are to be
found.

As a matter of interest, last year I in-
vestigated and inspected some work done
on the lookout which overlooks the lake
on Mr. Jack McLean'’s property. Mr. Mc-
Lean has made quite a large area of land
available to the shire counecil, and on a
high peak a lookout has been erected.
Among other of his conservation eflorts,
Mr. McLean encourages nesting eagles,
which are protected by him, as he believes
they are becoming fairly scarce and con-
siders his efforts are worth while. I know
thag: in this area eagles are regarded as a
pest.

Mr. H. T. Edwards, a farmer of. East
Beverley, has set aside, as & sanctuary, 200
acres of fairly light country which has a
good deal of protection, and on which, I
believe, are quite a number of kangaroos.
This is rather unusual, perhaps, because in
the East Beverley area most of the country
is fully cleared, but in the vicinity of the
lakes, and on the property of Mr. Edwards,
there are still some kangaroos, and I have
been assured by him that he intends to
ensure that they will not be disturbed.

To fufure generations it will be a matter
of interest, of course, that fauna of this
type can be preserved within these cleared
areas. I have mentioned that the lakes
east of Beverley would be suitable for
ducks, and in fact they are used for nest-
ing and breeding, but I wonder why more
use is not made of our forest areas for this
purpose. West of my farm, which adjoin:
s forestry reserve, there are large areas ol
forest land which are part of the forest
reserves strefching from Perth to the south
of the State. In these reserves there are
many small streams, quite a few of which
feed our water catchments, but I have
often wondered why some co-operation
could not be obtained from the Forest:
Department to erect small dams on suit-
able creeks to foster the breeding of ducks

I know of a swamp within a few mile:
of my property where ducks abound
When the swamp dries out about Christ.
mas time the ducks leave. I would there:
fore advocate that amendments be mads
to the Forests Act to make it mandatory
for State forests and forest reserves withir
the jurisdietion of the Forests Departmen
to he made available for the breeding anc
protection of both fauna and flora. Per
haps the Minister for Forests may not b
particularly pleased with that sugegestion
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but there is the possibility that it would
double the number of available sanctuaries
within this State.

In recent weeks some critical comments
have been made by members of the Royal
Society and other such organisations, and
in my opinion such criticism does not
assist the work of protecting fauna., If
members of the farming and pastoral com-
munity are to be expected to assist in
faune and flora conservation a realistic
attitude must be adopted, and the people
concerned consulted—I1 stress the word
“consuited"—with a view to obtaining their
co-operation. A great deal could be
achieved in this way. No doubt the Min-
ister will tell us what has been done in
this regard in the past, but I think much
more could be dope in the future to bring
about better understanding between our
scientists, our conservation authorities,
and the people who have to live alongside
the reserves and who are keenly interested
in conservation.

We have an excellent organisation of
fauna wardens in this State. At present
I believe about 500 or 600 wardens are
assisting the Fisheries and Fauna Depart-
ment in policing the conservation of
fauna. Possibly this number could be in-
creased and I do not believe that, as a
general rule, anyone accepting this respon-
sible position views it as a license to shoot
fauna out of season. Mr. Ron Thompson
made this accusation. Possibly he has had
experience of such incidents, because I am
sure he would not make that statement
unless he were aware of such acts in some
particular area.

However, if this practice does take place,
the offending wardens should be weeded
out and more care should be taken with
the appointment of wardens in the future.
My experience of the appointment of
wardens is that, generally, the names of
various suitable people are submitted by
shire councils to the Minister for approval.
The shires are extremely careful about
those who are recommended for such ap-
pointments. It is my opinion that perhaps
the present controversy over the opening
of the duck-shooting season would not
have taken place had the opinions of the
wardens first been sought. I have been
informed that some wardens are not happy
with the present situation,

Reports are sought on the hreeding
habits of ducks and other game hy the
Chief Warden of Fauna, and wardens are
able to present a fairly accurate picture
of the situation in their respective districts.
It would be wise if the Minister sought to
create a situation in which there was
greater consultation between the wardens
of the State and his departmental officers.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The wardens
furnish guarterly returns and these are
taken into account bhefore a decision is
made.
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The Hon. €. R. ABBEY: The Minister’s
statement is quite correct, but I still think
an annual conference, as has been
suggested in other quarters, would no
doubt be of great value in creating more
interest and understanding among the
wardens and other interested people. Some
consideration could be given to this sugges-
tion, because there is no doubt that if
those in authority took the wardens and
people concerned with conservation into

their confidence more enthusiasm would
be engendered and further assistance
would be forthcoming.

I have here pamphlet No. 894 jssued

over the signature of the Chief Warden
of Pauna (Mr. A. J. Praser), setting out
certain reasons for the opening of the
duck season on the 20th January, but I
consider the person who prepared the
pamphlet could have shown more discre-
tion when choosing the headings used,
one of which reads, “What's the Fuss
About?"” Surely there is no need to create
antagonism between the shooters and the
department!

This heading brought forth some com-
ment from the Beverley Times, and the
reaction generally in the district has not
been good, because shooters feel it is only
reasonable that they should he able to
express their opinions, as they have been
doing for quite a long time. I would like
to read this article published in the
Beverley Times so that it will go on record.
It reads as follows:—

Wild Ducks—The Open Season

Following a request to Fauna officer,
Mr. H. B. Shugg, we have received
from the Fisheries and Game Depart-
ment a chronological list of the open-
ing dates and times of the duck shoot-
ing season since 1916, Sportsmen of
the district who are just now very
concerned over proposals for new
opening dates and times, will be in-
terested to note the changes which
have occurred over the years. It will
be noted that Beverley was responsible
for a change from afternoon to morn-
ing openings of the seasons in 1920.

1916 Shootfing season opened at 5.30
p.m., December 23, closed June 30,
1917.

1917 Shooting season altered to 5.30
p.m. on December 23 to May 31, 1918,
NOTE: Opening time subject to much
debate and various actual times ad-
vacated from midnight to 5.00 p.m.

There was much diversity of opinion on

these matters. The article continues—
1920 A petition dated October 22, 1320,
and signed by fifty-eight residents of
the Beverley District requested the
opening time to be changed to 4 a.m.
as “the present time is unsuitable from
every point of view.”” A proclamation
dated December 2, 1820, altered the
opening time to 4 a.m. throughout all
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the State except the East Murchison
and Kimberley Game Districts,

1821 A request by the Boyanup
Farmers and Seitlers Association to
open the season at 12 noon was re-
jected in a letter dated August 16,
1921. In a proclamation dated Nov-
ember 23, the opening time of the
shooting season was amended to 5 a.m.
as “4 am. is too early and shooting
accidents may occur (F. Aldrich).”

One accident had ocecurred, which was the
reason for the suggestion being made at
that time. Inexperienced shooters, and
those who are poor sporismen, commence
shooting before the season opens. Such
people sometimes find ducks settled on
cpen water and, as Mr. Ron Thompson
has said, they shoot either with complete
disregard for anyone who may be on the
other side of the lake or river, or with a
complete lack of sportsmanship. The
article continues—

Submission accepted and season
commenced 5 a.m. December 23rd,
1921, and closed on May 31, 1922, A
request by Mr. E, Rose, M.L.C,, for
the season to be amended from
December 15 to April 30 in each year
was refused on December 13, 1821,

{The second volume of 4%/48 has dis-
appeared and is not availlable at
Archives of our own records}.

1944 The recently formed Fauna
Advisory Committee recommmended on
September, 28th 1944, that the 1945
season open on January 22 as the
season was particularly late and the
normal opening would be much too
early, The Fauna Advisory Committee
was advised at its meeting on Decem-
ber 7, 1944, that Cabinet had approved
its recommendation and that publicity
was given to the change.

1945 Af a meeting on April 20
1945, Dr. Serventy moved "“te open the
segson in  mid-January instead of
December 23, Major Whittell was
definitely opposed to the proposal be-
cause it was a recognised privilege of
the Australian people to shoot ducks
over the Xmas holidays. He would
rather see the season closed earlier.

A report by Mr. A. H. Robinson at
that meeting revealed that the 1044-45
season was very poor. (Mr. Robinson
commented that young birds were still
about on opening day).

The Fauna Advisory Committee re-
commended on September 26, 1945,
that the 1845-46 season open ab
normal time December 23. This re-
commendation was, apparently, ac-
cepted,

1948 Season altered from “22nd
(si¢) December to the Sunday immedi-
ately preceding Christmas Day"” be-
cause “as the wusual opening date,
December 22 (sic) falls on a Wednes-
day . . . . it is certain that illegal

shooting will oceur on Sunday, Decem-
ber 19 . . . the matter of a few days
will not have any adverse affect on the
future prevalence of wild ducks.”

1950 The Chairman reported at
the meeting of the Fauna Advisory
Committee held on 21st January 1930,
that the Capel Road Board wanted the
season to open at 5 p.m. rather than
5 am. On December 1, 1950, the
Minister agreed to a request of the
Perth Gun Ciub that the season be
advanced to Saturday, December 23
because Sunday was Xmas eve.

The 1850-51 season commenced
therefore, from the Saturday pre-
ceding Christmas until May 31,

In 1951 the season opecned on the
Saturday preceding Xmas, and in
1952 for the first time the wishes of
the dairy farmers were met, the
season opening in the South-West
coastal areas at 5 p.m. on December
20, and in the rest of the State at
5 a.m. on December 21, In 1953 the
season opened at 5 am. throughout
the State on December 20 and closed
on May 21. Many protests were re-
celved including those made at a meet-
ing held at Elgin Hall.

The 1954 season opened at 6 p.m.
on the Saturday preceding Xmas
{December 18) in the South-West
coastal districts and at 5 am. on
December 19 in the rest of the State.
It was te have closed on May 31 but
& special proclamation was put through
to have it closed on April 30th due to
cyclonic rains received in February.

This pattern has continued with
exceptions in certain years, In 18958
Xmas Day fell on a Tuesday and the
opening was advanced to December
16 and 17. It closed on May 31. The
Kimberley and North-West land divi-
sions were opened to duck shooting
until December 21, 1562.

The 1958 season opened on December
20 and 21 “on the recommendation of
the Department and Guns Clubs”
1951 was similar to immediately pre-
ceding years so far as the opening was
cancerned, but closed on April 30 due
to overwhelming suppert of that date
by honorary wardens and shooters.
(Earlier closing was strongly opposed
by Dr. Serventy).

In 1960 for the first time the pro-
clamation included a specified list of
ducks that could be taken during the
open season. This was to preclude
any possibility that Cape Barren Geese
could be considered by a Court to be
wild duck for the purposes of the pro-
clamation. This was the pattern
which has since been followed. In
1963 the Kimberley, North-West and
Eastern Land Dlvislons were opened
for a further continuous season to
close on January 1, 1968.
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That article in the Beverley Times of last
week indicates some of the interest that
is taken in the matter by the people of
this area.

I would like to refer once again to
pamphlet No. 94 issued by the department.
The following appears in it:—

What's the Fuss About?
Because we intend to—

1. Break away from the tradition of
“Ducks for Xmas”, l.e. the open-
ing this year will be 2.00 p.m.,
January 20, 1968.

It is generally considered in the Avon
Valley and the areas south that this date
is much too late for several reasons.
Usually in these districts it is found that
very few flappers are about in, say, the
third week of December. Admittedly
there were years when flappers were shot
in this period, and that was a great pity.
If it is desired to provide a few more
days to enable the young ducks to take
wing, the period could reasonably be
extended by commencing the season dur-
ing the first week in January. This exten-
sion would fit in with the desires of most
shooters,

I would point out to the Minister that,
almost without exception, the younger
generation of parents arrange their holi-
days to coincide with the school holidays,
so¢ that they can take their children to
the coast. If the season is to commence
on the 20th January it would be most
unfair to them. Many shooters who
normally enjoy the duck-shooting season
would be precluded, unless they made a
special trip back from the holiday resorts.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I hope
you are not suggesting that I do not know
the pattern of life in the country.

The Hon. C. R. ABBEY: I am not. I
merely want to place these comments on
record. I am not sure that the assess-
ment by the department as {o the scarcity
of ducks can be borne out. I have ques-
tioned many people wha are interested in
the subject, and from my inquiries it does
not appear that any great decrease in
duck numbers is evident. It might well
be that in the areas mentioned by Mr. Ron
Thompson the position is as he stated; but
surely those areas lend themselves to
conservation if a good programme is
adopted to implement it.

In the pamphlet I have referred to one
of the reasons given for this date is—

Eliminating the double opening
thoat that causes unduly high shoot-
levels on opening weekend.

I would point out to the Minister that
the 20th January, the proposed date, falls
on a Saturday; and opening on a Saturday
afternocon will certainly not achieve what
is mentioned in the pamphlet. There is
no doubt that many individual shooters,
and often parties of shooters, from hoth
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the metropolitan area and the country
districts make this a big event. Very
often they proceed to the shooting spot
on the Saturday afterncon, and if they
are fortunate enough to get a bag of 15
ducks I am sure they will stay overnight,
and will shoot again on the following day.
Thus, instead of having an opehing day
on a Saturday afiernoon in the south-
west, and on a Sunday morning for the
rest of the State, there will, in effect, be
a two-day opening if the proposed date
is adhered to.

There is no doubt that in the past,
shooters have proceeded to their shooting
spot on Saturday afternoon, have camped
out overnight, and have enjoyed the con-
viviality and the exchange of yarns around
the campfire. I am sure they will con-
tinue to do this if they go out on the
Saturday afternoon, and they will shoot
again on the Sunday morning.

We will have the spectacle of some
careless people creating fire hazards., I
think this is inseparable from the light-
ing of campfires. Very rarely do we find,
a5 occutred last year, a bushfire started
from a campfire; but it is a pity that the
odd individual does not respect the prop-
erties of landholders—-properties which
adjoin rivers and lakes. If this disregard
continues I can assure them that they
will be kept out of the access ways to the
rivers and lakes, and they will suffer a
great deal of inconvenience. I make this
comment in the hope that some of those
who in the past have been careless ag to
property rights will not be neglectful in
the future. Most landowners have been
very tolerant in this regard, and they
themselves join the parties of shooters.
Generally they have not worried about
other people passing over their properties
to engage in duck shooting.

In his second reading speech the Minis-
ter explained that the new board will be
sct up on a somewhat different basis, and
that the membership will be increased
slightly. The intentions of the Minister
in this regard are very commendable. The
additional membership will provide a wide
reproesentation  of  interests, including
scientific and conservation interests. At
the moment only one member of the
Fauna Protection Board can be said to
represent country opinion, ‘To create a
situation which will bring about a better
understanding beiween communities in the
country and the protection board, there is
need for greater representation on the
committee of people who are interested
in conservation, but this additional repre-
sentation will have to face up to the
realities of life and be prepared to deal
with vermin and bushfires.

I am aware that efforts are being made
by the present conservation authority to
overcome some nf these difficultles. But
I think there is need for the employment
of several officers under the new conserva-
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tion board, whose duty it is to ensure that
vermin do not become a pest on the pro-
perties adjoining the reserves, and that
the fire hazard is kept well under control.

I am certain this can be done without
unduly affecting the flora of these reserves.
At present some friction does oceur be-
cause of the existence of vermin and
kecause of the fire hazard. However, I feel
that if officers were appointed to deal with
these nspects, they could make a very
worth-while contribution.

. I would suggest to the Minister control-
ling the Bill that to ensure the board is
truly representative, two representatives
of the group specified by the Minister as
comprising three "persons who are not
S{ate public servants could be drawn from
a panel of names submitted by the execu-
tive of the shire councils’ association, the
Farmers’ Union, or the pastoralists’ asso-
ciation. This would give the Minister a
wide range of choice. I would suggest that
when we get into Committee the Minister
might look at this aspect and thus avoid
the necessity for members to seck to make
an amendment. With a small change the
Minister ¢could perhaps satisfy our require-
ments in this regard. I feel it should be
mandatory that at least two members of
the committeec be able to represent rural
and pastoral interests.

I would make another suggestion
which I feel would help with the
conservation of fauna in future. We

have several boards and commissions
and, in particular, the National Parks
Board and one administering the fauns
reserves. I feel it would be wise if in
future we sought to bring these two bodies
together, thus making them one strong
overall body which should then be allo-
cated more finance to enable it to operate
much more effectively. I hope the bodies
concerned will not let petty jealousies
arice between them because, if this occurs,
pressures might be brought to hear to keep
the bodies as separate entities.

It is interesting to study some of the
recommendations made in a book called
National Parks and Nature Reserves in
Western Ausirelia, edited by the Standing
Committee on Conservation of the Royal
Society of Western Australia, and pub-
lished by the Australian Academy of
Science and the National Parks Board of
Western Australia. I am not going to
weary the House by quoting at length, but
1 feel I should refer to one or two mat-
ters. The following comment is made on
page 3:—

The Sub-committee has not attemp-
ted to say how reserves or national
parks should be managed. This was
not its task; nevertheless, a word ought
to be said about the general problem
of the need for management of re-
serves. Bitter experlence has taught
national parks and conservation auth-
orities in all parits of the world that
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nature reserves and national parks
will not manage themselves. They are
artificial things, islands of fauna and
flora which are mere fractions of the
former distribution of the animals and
plants which go to make up their
populations. As such they are subject
to the kinds of fluctuations and pres-
sures which island faunas and floras
experience and which result in the
characteristic forms taken by insular
communities., If they are to be main-
tained as representative of continental
areas, they must be managed, or they
will not stay that way.

It goes on in that vein. The following is

found on page 4:—
.. .the Fauna Protection Advisory
Committee which, as a corporate hody,
has vested in it a number of the most
important nature reserves in the State.
However, this Committee and the Chief
Warden of Fauha have little money
and are in no position to control a
systemm of national parks. Similarly,
the National Parks Board, cannot, as
it is equipped and constituted, manage
and conirel the extensive system of
reserves proposed here.

What is needed, then, is a newly

conceived National Parks Authority.

I do not agree with this, because I think
we could give it a much more appropriate
name, possibly the one suggested by Mr.
McNeill. The guote continues—

Such an Authority would have to
possess adequate finance, be biologic-
ally expert, and have the administra~
tive power and personnel to manage
these parks and reserves.
I do not wish to weary the House, hut these
matters are of interest. The following
appears on page 49.—

It appears that what is needed now
is the development of a new policy
towards obtaining for Western Aus-
tralia a carefully planned reserve
system, perhaps under the control of
a single authority.

I do not say “perhaps.” I think this is
absolutely essential. To continue—
The reserves of this system should be
so distributed to include all major
categories of fauna, natural scenery,
historical and archaeological sltes.
The duty of the controlling authority
should he to protect and administer
the reserves to the hest advantage both
of the reserves themselves as natural
areas, and for the public who may wish
to visit and enjoy them.
Those last couple of lines are very much
to the point. I wonder how many people
in Western Australia visit and enjoy these
areas. Not a very great proportion of the
population, I fear.

During the course of my speech I sug-
gested that some streams could be dammed
within forest areas with the idea of creat-
ing spots where the breeding of ducks and
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other water fowl could take place. If this
is advisable, and I think it really is, no
doubt the Forests Act could be amended.
As I understand the position, as that Act
stands at present it would not allow such
things to he done. However, if it is advis-
able that we encourage the rural com-
munity to play its part in conservation, it is
fair enough that we should also require the
Forests Department and other departments
in control of water catchments and other
reserves to play thelr part.

Some very large areas are involved in
our State forests and reserves and it is
generally consldered that these could be-
come part of a eeneral plan to conserve
fauna.

At the present time, as we all know,
reserves for fiora, fauna, and other pur-
poses are set aside by administration and
we are notified by gazettal. This is the
only method adopted at present and I do
not think it is sufficient or very wise, If
it is thought necessary that further flora
and fauna reserves should be set aside,
then Parliament should have an oppor-
tunity to discuss the necessity or other-
wise, and each year, as is done with parks
and reserves, we should have placed before
us the intention of the Lands Department
to set aside reserves for flora, fauna, and
other purposes. In those circumstances
we could debate the proposals and every-
one would know exactly what was intended.

The Hon. H. €. Strickland: Such a Bill
should not be presented on the last day,
either.

The Hon, C. R. ABBEY: That is true.
It is a very important matter and should
be dealt with as such. By this method a
good deal of examination could take place
and both Parliament and the public would
be in possession of the reasons for the
proposals.

It is interesting {0 have a look at the
present situation in relation to flora and
fauna reserves, of which, as far as I can
ascertain, there are 291. Some of these
reserves are solely for flora and some
solely for fauyna; but, in the main, they
are for the combined purpese. Those 281
reserves have a total of 4,606,250 acres;
and our 34 national parks have a total
of 789,302 acres, which gives a grand total
of 5,395,552 acres. This is in addition 1o
quite a number of island sanctuaries, some
of which are the Abrolhos Islands, Seal
Rock, Doubtful Island, Recherche Archi-
pelago, Barrow Island, and many others.
The areas of these islands are unsurveyed.

In addition to the above, we have at
present set aside in State forests, 4,448,131
acres, and 1,859,538 acres of temporary
reserves, which is a total of 6,308,367 acres.
If we total up these reserves and State
forests, we find that we have a total of
11,703,919 acres which I think can be
regarded as being of some value in the
preservation of flora and fauna.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: It is an area
as big as Scotland.

1303

The Hon. C. R. ABBEY: Yes. I helieve
it is also proposed that something like
2,000,000 acres are to be set aside in the
Esperance area, together with a large area
in the Badgingarra district. No doubt
many other areas are under consideration.

We must take into consideration also
the mining reserves, water catchment
reserves, and so on. These could all play
some part in an overall conservation
programme,

It is worth noting that since the 30th
June, 1966, a total of 475,239 acres has
been set aside mainly for flora and fauna.
This surely gives the lie to those who
state that we are doing very little in this
regard. It is not bad, is it, when in a
little over 12 months we have set aside 30
flora reserves of 14,629 acres, 12 fauna
reserves of 5,805 acres, and 60¢ flora and
fauna reserves of 443,634 acres, plus three
national parks totalling 11,171 acres?

I hope I have not bored the House too
much, but I am extremely interested in
this subject. I trust the Minister will not
consider that I have been critical in any
way. I have merely attempted to state the
position as I see it. I hope that in the
future we will achieve a much better situa-
tion by combining, as I have suggested,
certain bodies that are now separate
entities. Of course it would he mandatory
that the body would be under one Minister,
and I cannot think of = beiter person
than the present Minister for Fisheries
and Fauna.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The Min-
ister for Lands might object to that.

THE HON. F. R. H.  LAVERY (South
Metropolitan) (6.1 p.m.}; I rise to support
the measure because I believe it has &
great deal of merit and warrants members
giving a great amount of consideration
to it. I bhelieve the speech which has
just been made by Mr. Abbey shows that
he has, in fact, done just that.

I am interested in this Bill in more
ways than one, but at the moment I would
like to summarise my thoughts by saying
that I helieve it is a good Bill, that pro-
tection is timely, and that the establish-
ment of a board instead of a committee
is well timed. In company with Mr. Ron
Thompson I would think that “authority”
is a better term than “board,” seeing that
we have gone to the trouble of changing
the designation of the beards of ports to
that of authorities. Also I consider the
obligation to protect fauna reserves as
set out under this measure is one which
falls upon all of us, whether we are mem-
bers of Parliament, in local government,
or are ordinary citizens, In addition, I
am certain that the proposition which has
been placed before us by the Minister will
lead to a very solid board.

I do have one concern, however, and
that is for the Minister's health in trying
to sort out from among the many eligible
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persons—which figure could run into
hundreds—who should sit on this board,
because there are many who could serve
with great distinetion. Mr, Abbey said
a few moments ago that he hopes no
jealousies will arise and I agree with him
completely. However, I am sure that who-
ever the Minister in charge of the legis-
lation may be, he will realise the great
task which lies in front of him. In my
opinicn he has a very great responsibility,
hecause this is a new conception altegether
for the control and conservation of fauna.
I venture to say that when the measure
is finally passed by Parliament and be-
comes law the Minister concerned will have
a great deal more responsibility than he
probably thought when he first set out to
introduce the measure.

There are one or two observations which
I wish to make. First of all, I notice that
the Minister made play—and I use the
word “play” without any disrespect—of the
fact that the measure was to be a con-
servation Bill as compared with the pre-
vious preservation legislation. His distinc-
tion intrigued me.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: “Protec-
tion” was the word previously used.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I referred
to Newnes Family Reference Dictionary to
find the following definitions:—

Conservation—The act of conserving:
the keeping entire,

Preservation—The act of keeping
safe from harm or loss: the keeping
alive: the keeping in existence: the
retention: the maintenance, Keeping
up: the guarding against shooting or
fishing by uhauthorised persons.

The point on which I wish to support the
Minister is that the act of conserving
our wildlife in the immediate future—
not in 25 or 50 years’ time, but within
the next five years—will he of tremendous
importance. The temptation will be very
great for groups of people and for organ-
isations to combat any action which the
proposed board may adopt.

As Mr. Willesee said when he spoke on
the measure last week, I feel that the
time has come for us to remember that
although as a State we are only 138 years
old, we are already some hundreds of years
old in so far as the development which has
taken place on a very vast area of land
is concerned. Some parts of the land lend
themselves to intense culfure and some to
intense industrialisation. Wherever we
move, there will be a group of people or
organisations who will say, “If you do one
thing, we will, in fact, lose this other
thing,” or vice versa. They will go from
right to left and from left to right. Here
again, I believe that a tremendous re-
sponsibility will fall on the proposed
board to carry out the provisions of this
measure.

Sitting suspended from 68 o 7.30 pm.
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The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: Just be-
fore the tea suspension I was making the
point that I thought the responsibility
which will be piaced upon the shoulders of
the members of this new board will be tre-
mendous in view of the vast development
that is taking place along owr coastline,
and also because of the huge areas of land
—1,000,000 acres per annum—that are
being opened up for agriculture. Of
course, we know that while 1,000,600
acres per annhum are being thrown open
for selection, for farmers and prospective
farmers, hot all of that land is actually
heing cleared. Probably only a quarter of
that area would be cleared annually.

However, I would refer to a very small
local area that Mr, Griffith would know
—I refer to Brown’s Lake, at Inglewood.
This used to be a swampy area and a good
deal of wildlife was to be found there.
Years ago people used to go there for
picniecs but then the Government drained
the lake and now approximately 25 houses
have been huilt on what used to he a
swampy area of ground. The peoint I am
trying to make is that the policing of the
provisions of this legislation will be quite
difficult but they will be of tremendous
importance to Western Australia, and fo
our wildlife,

I obtained a pull of the Minister's
speech and I hope he does not faint when
I say that in my 16 years in this Chamber
I have never heard a measure so clearly
explained—the reasons for it, the ideas
behind it, and what the Minister hopes
to achieve by the passing of it. I con-
gratulate the Minister on his luecid ex-
planation. His speech enahled those who
arg interested in this subject to follow
the proposals with ease. I was pleased to
note that in his preamble—before he
started to explain the provisions of the
Bill—the Minister referred to the fact
that land set aside for the preservation of
wildlife contributed next to nothing to
the world’s food supply. However, I think
we all realise that certain types of wild-
life must be protected to prevent the
destruction that could be caused hy cer-
tain types of pests and inseets.

The Minister said that some critics
questioned the wisdom of setting aside
some 500 acres of land for the short-
necked tortoise; and he also mentioned
the Rottnest quokka. As the Minister
knows, I am interested in the Rottnest
quokka because of the experiments being
carried out into muscular dystrophy, and
I would like the board, when it is estab-
lished, to ensure that despite any new
developments which may take place at
Rottnest, the requirements of the gquokka
population will not be overlooked because
of the importance of guckkas in the type
of research to which the Minister referred.
It is only natural that with the develop-
ment of Rottnest as 2 tourist rescrt more
buildings will be erected and there will be
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a further encroachment on what is now
undeveloped land. However, I hope, as I
have said, that the requirements of the
guokka population will not be over-
looked. Also, I hope the hoard will
ensure that if any application is made to
reduce the 500 acres set aside for the
short-necked tortoise such application
will be very carefully investigated.

When the Minister mentioned that the
general idea of the Bill was to strengthen
the hands of the conservation authorities,
he referred to six or seven items, one of
which was the deletion of section 5. He
als0 referred to the fact that the Act is
to be renamed as the Fauna Conservation
Act. The Minister also referred to
penalties being increased, and in my view
ne hunting without a license should be
allowed in Western Australia.

As T have mentioned in the House
before, there is a good deal of
swampy land te the south of Kwinana,
and as far down the coast as
Busselton, With the development that is
taking place in these areas a great deal
of damage could be caused by uniicensed
or uncontrollad shooters. They could
cause damage not only to fauna but also
to humans. As a matter of fact, I am
amazed that to date there has not been a
tragedy caused as a result of indiscrimin-
ate shooting in that area. TFor a distance
of approximately 35 miles inland along
that part of the coast these swampy sec-
tions are being developed and I think we
are lucky that so far no serious accidents
have occutrred.

As I indicated by way of interjection—
and I want to emphasise the point—T think
the Minister who controls fauna—whoever
he may be-should also be the Minister to
control flora; because we know that mueh
of our faunz is dependent on the flora for
survival.

. Apparently the Chief Vermin Control
Officer is to be a member of the board,
and I think thatf is a good move. Also, as
Mr. Abbey said, I believe the members of
the board should weigh very carefully any
propositions that are put to them, and
with those who are to be members of
the board, I think that will be the position.
When a decision is made by the board I
believe it should be conveyved to Parliament
through the Minister., We should Kknow
what is happening because, despite the fact
that some members of the public, and the
Press, do not think very highly of our
capabilities, I believe we are responsible
people, and when we speak we put for-
ward worth-while suggestions on matters
under discussion. Many times private
members of Parliament put forward sug-
gestions which could and should be in-
vestigated because they are worth while.
I am sure the Minister will not he disgatis-
filed with the contributions that have been
and will be made to the debate on this
Bill.
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In introducing the measure the Minister
said—

The constitution of the committee is
to be enlarged by the addition of an
extra ex officio mcmber who is to be
the Director of Fisheries and Fauna,
who will be chairman of the board,
while the chief warden of fauna will be
the executive officer of the board.

The number of appointed members
is to be increased from three to six
to consist of one botanist, two 2oolo-
zists, and three persons who are not
State public servants. The provision
for deputy members will be repealed.

Does this mean that the new members who
are to be appointed to the board will be
able to spend more time in carrying out
the duties associated with the fauna
board? Are all the members of the board
to be paid for their services? Are any of
them to act in a voluntary capacity, or—
and I mean no disrespect—will they be like
the members of the crossing lights com-
mittee who meet only twice a vear? I
feel sure the Minister will be able to
answer the queries I have put to him in
this regard. The Minister then went on to
say—

Increasing from one to three the
number of non-public servant mem-
bers will allow the reappointment of
the existing member together with two
additional persons.

As I sald earlier, there are many highly
qualified people who could be appointed
to a board such as is proposed. However,
with many boards people who do not quite
fit in with the requirements are appointed,
and I could not find out from the Minis-
ter’s speech whether any member of this
board can be replaced if he is not fulfilling
the Minister's requirements. I am not
casting any reflection on any member of
any board, but I would like the Minister
to explain the position, if that is possible.

I mentioned the areas set aside for the
quokkas at Rottnest, and I would like to
refer to the reserve at Two People Bay,
where the noisy scrub bird has been found.
A big area of land is to be set aside as a
reserve and I am given to understand, by
a man who lives in Albany, that there is
a beautiful beach in this vieinity, one that
is popular with a great number of people
in the area. The squatters at Two People
Bay have been removed, but I would like
to know if it will be possible for people
to have aceess to the beach through the
reserve at Two People Bay. It seems a
pity that, in protecting wildlife, the human
being must be completely excluded from
certain areas. Perhaps the Minister can
answer my qguery on that point.

The use of sanctuaries for both flora and
fauna brings me to the point about re-
serves in the metropolitan area. We know
that since 1951, when the Kwinana com-
plex commenced to grow, there has been
a far greater area of land developed in the
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near-metropolitan area as compared with
that developed in the previous 40 or 50
years,

I have with me a very important file
which I would be glad to show to any
member who may be interested. I would
like to guote portions of certain letters
that have been written by people like Dr.
Ride, Director of the Western Australian
Museum; Dr. Main, Reader of Zoology at
the University of Western Australia; Dr.
Serventy, Head of the Wildlife Division
C.SIR.O.; and Dr. Royce, head of the
botany section, Department of Agriculture,
and Keeper of the State Herbarium. There
are also statements from Mr., Jenkins,
Government Entomologist and Chairman
of the Conservation Committee of the
Royal Society of Western Ausfralia; the
National Trust of Australia (W.A.); the
Tree Society; the Science Teachers As-
sociation; the Naturalists Club; the Botany
Department, University of Western Aus-
tralia; the Perth Women's Service Guild;
and the Governor Stirling High School.

I am only going to qguote three points
from these letters inasmuch as they draw
attention to the reserves in the metro-
politan area. I will quote from a letter
written by Dr. Main, who is Reader in
Zoology at the University of Western Aus-
tralia. He was writing about the environ-
ment situations for teaching purposes. The
letter to which I refer deait with the
Talbot Road reserve in the foothills, just
below Swan View. This is what Dr, Main
had to say—

Purther to our many previous dis-
cussions on the matier of natural
environment situations which can be
used for teaching at High School and
University level and your recent com-
ments to me regarding the possible
fate of the Talbot Road Reserve.

He is writing to Mr. McMillan, Senior
Biolegy Lecturer at the Guildford Gram-
mar School. He continues—

You may recall that when I com-
menced teaching Ecology in 1952 1 had
a large number of study sites in the
metropolitan area. These had been
selected so that they represented most
environmental situations in the outer
metropolitan area. I had hoped that by
using a great number of areas I would
provide a representative series of
teaching sites of which a large number
of graduate school teachers could
make use since they would have been
trained in similar sites while taking
Zoology as a unit in their degree
course.

Unfortunately 34 of these sites have
failed to survive the expansion of the
suburhs. In view of the foregoing
you can appreciate how distressing I
find your recent comments of the fate
of the Talbot Road Reserve,

This area has been used by me since
I commenced teaching at University.

[COUNCIL.]

I have also used it as a study area for
my research and Dr. A. K, Lee, now
a lecturer in Zoology at Monash did
a considerable amount of work for his
Doctorate degree in the Talhot Road
area.

The area is notable for the range
of habitats avaiiable for the burrow-
ing frogs of the genus Heleioporus (4
of the 5 known species oceur there)
as teaching material. These frogs are
admirable since they show a habitat
preference which is controlled by the
ahgularity of sand grains (H. psam-
mophilus angular sand grains, H. eyrei
rounded grains.) Furthermore three-
quarters of the species of frogs in
metropelitan area occur in the area
bounded by the Talbot Road reserve
and the Toodyay Road.

Similar diversity can be found in
many other groups of animals eg.,
wolf spiders which as you know, are
so admirable for teaching purposes,

All these advantages arise from the
fact that the reserve sits across the
transition from the sands of the
coastal plain and rises into typical
laterite on its South East corner and
as a consequence contains a diversity
of plants and animals representing
both coastal plain and hills environ-
ments. No other reserve or national
park has these attributes. There are
other teaching advantages and I have
not menticned the attractiveness of
the area in spring-time when the
native flowers are in bloom.

I would now like to quote two small
passages from g statement by Dr. Serventy,
as follows:—

The Western Australian Station of
this Division, recently established at
the above address, is keenly interested
in the fate of this reserve as our re-
search aqfficers contemplate including
it within the sphere of their ecological
investigations.

This block of virgin country repre-
sents a precious remnant, which should
be preserved in its present state at all
costs, of a type of natural habitat which
is fast disappearing. The Foothill Zone
along the Darling Scarp has virtually
no other large reserves near Perth and
it is rather remarkable that this com-
paratively extensive area of some 165
acres should still survive in its native
state.

This is apparently the only one of its kind
left. To eontinue—

Onee destroved native hushland
cannot be replaced; if a golf course
is needed it should be established on

. disturbed vacant land elsewhere . . .
He also went on to say—

Reserves in the Darling Range, such
as the John Forrest National Park
and the Walyunga National Park, are
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not a substitute for the Talbot Road
Reserve, These hills reserves are dis-
tinctly different habitats. In my book,
“*The Birds of the Swan River District,
Western Australia,” 1948, I refer to the
Foothill Zone as perhaps the most
distinctive on the coastal plain for bird
distribution “for it is virtually the
exclusive haunt in the district of such
species as the Hooded Robin, Ground
Cuckoo-Shrike, Thriller, Brown Song-
Lark, Emu-Wren and Tawny-crowned
Honeyeater, whilst others, such as the
Rainbow-bird and the Black-faced
Wood-swallow, have a marked predi-
lection for this belt.” Species such as
these do not occur in the heavily
forested reserves in the Darling Range.
Other faunal elements, too, character-
ise the Foothill Zone, and in the more
clayey facies further north is the only
known occurrence of the Short-
necked Tortoise.

Golf Courses and other playing fields
can be built in a variety of places;
agricultural development has so greatly
mauled the Foothill Zone that bits of
it in the virgin state are rare and
diminishing rapidly. It would be de-
plorable if this reserve were to be
sacrificed or whittled down to an in-
significant segment.

There are several other letters, and
I would like to guote one more passage
from a letter from Dr., Ride, Director of
the Western Australian Museum, written
to Mr. McMillan. It reads—

Previcusly, on the oceasion of the
presentation to you of the Australian
Indusiries Development Association
Award as outstanding science teacher
of Western Australia last year I had
been particularly struck by the im-
portance of the concept of reserves
for biological education which you pug
forward during your oration. It is
very pleasing, now, to see a detailed
proposal being put to a Civic Author-
ity for a Reserve for this purpose in a
place where it will be of great use.

He further states—

Although the reserve, as an educa-
tional facility, will be useful today, it
will become of even greater value if the
Western Australian educational sys-
tem extends a further year (as is the
pattern elsewhere). More advanced
waork before university matriculation
will be needed in secondary bioclogy
and, in this country where problems
of land utilization are vital, practical
fieldwork in natural communities will
assume considerable importance.

I wanted to draw the attention of the
House to this, because of the fact that
here we have one of the last areas of its
kind near the metropolitan area, and it
comprises only 167 acres. At the moment
there are 1,900 pupils at the Governor
Stirling High School and between 500 and
600 at the Guildford Grammar School who
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use this area. Apart from this, a number
of other schools use the area in question.
It is now proposed, however, to take over
the area as g golf course.

Yesterday I attended a picnic to raise
funds for the muscular dystrophy group.
The picnic was held at a place called
Mussel Pool in the Upper Swan area. I
do not know whether members know the
area; but it has been developed by Mr.
Whiteman for the use of the public
generally. I was amazed to see how the
ares, was laid out. The swamps have
been carefully protected, as has the bush-
land, and adequate facilities are provided.
Yesterday there were about 400 or 500
people present at the picnic.

I wish to speak now because once this
Bill is passed, snd the board takes over,
it will be some time before any member
of the House will be able to place before
the board any thoughts he may have. We
know that the members of boards such
as this are among the few peaple who read
Hansard, and make pertinent notes. It
has often been my privilege and pleaswre
to be told by a departmental head that he
would like to discuss something which I
happened to raise during my speech on the
Address-in-Reply.

If there is any move to take over the
Talbot Road reserve, I hope I would have
the support of the Minister and the mem-
bers of the board he intends to create to
prevent such a move. I congratulate the
Minister on the Bill he has introduced.

THE HON. J. G. HISLOP (Metropolitan)
[759 p.m.l: I regard the Bill as a very
worth-while measure, and I hope it suc-
ceeds in the manner that we would all like
to see it succeed. There is one suggestion
I would like to make. I would like to be
sure that the fauna in the suburbs of our
big city will also be catered for in this
legislation. I think it is fairly obvious that
we lost nearly all the willy-wagtails as a
result of the spray used to get rid of the
Argentine ants. I do not know whether
that is actually true, but I have been in-
formed that this was so. Our bird life is
in a sorry situation. Over the last few
years the number of magpies seems to have
lessened considerably.

The Hon. J. Dolan:
plenty of them.

The Hon. J. G, HISLOP: I was for-
tunate enough to hear two of them talking
to each other in what might be called
graceful tones. They may not be very
verhose, but they do talk to each other in
a beautiful manner.

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison:
me every day.

The Hon, J. G. HISLOP: 1If one goes to
the extent of looking after this type of
fauna, one finds it is well worth having.
When I lived in Bellevue Terrace, next
door to the American Consul, the vice-
consul, when the consul went back to
America, carried on what the consul had

There are still

Three visit
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been doing by continuing to feed three
kookaburras. It was a wonderful sight.
In the evenings, when some food was
thrown down on to the grass, the kooka-
burras would come from the tops of posts,
and from nearby electric light wires
and frantically guard their small off-
spring while they had their feed. They
would hover around and protect their
young almost like ferrets.

As I said before, that very lovely little
bird, the willy-wagtail, will rehabilitate
very slowly if we have taken away that
on which he lives. The rainbird is another
species that we should never lose. If one
hears them in the morning, or late in the
evening, one can tell there will be rain
within a short period.

These are the birds which must give
tremendous pleasure to a very large number
of citizens who care for the surroundings
in which they live. Therefore I suggest
that Dr. Serventy would he the one person
to have on this board who could really give
valuable service in regard to fauna. I
suppor the measure.

THE HON. J. DOLAN (South-East Mei-
ropolitan) [8.3 p.m.i: This is the first
time since 1954 that we have had hefore
us a Bill to0 amend the Fauna Protection
Act. So after that long period of time
it is no wonder ithat members have taken
the opportunity to speak on this subject
because of the many changes that have
taken place in regard to our fauna over
those years.

In addition to passing Bills in order to
make an attempt tc conserve our fauna,
I feel there is & dufy upon all of us to
educaie the people to appreciate the
wonderful and unique fauna we have in

Australia, and particularly in Waestern
Australia,. What de we actually do in
order to Kkeep before our people the

necessity to rezard our fauna with a cer-
tain amount of pleasure, and perhaps
wonder? When I Iook around the Chamber
I see one of our wonderful species ilius-
trated in about 20 places. I speak of the
black swan which we keep continually be-
fore the minds of the people.

Might I also refer to the fact that when
deciimal coinage was introduced, Australian
fauna was used for the stylised designs on
the coins. I could mention some of them.
On the 50c¢ coin, for example, in the
Australian Coat of Arms we have two of
our unique specimens of fauna, the
kangaroco on one side, and the emu
directly opposite. The 20c coln has
that wonder of wonders—the unique
mammal—the platypus. The 10c coin
has a bird which, perhaps more than any
other, symbolises Australia: that is, the
lyre bird. On the 5¢ coin we have the
echidna, Of this, perhaps I could speak
at greater length shortly. On the 2c¢
coin there is the frilled lizard; and on
the other coin there is what is known as
the marsupial mouse.

(COUNCIL.]

I notice that our sporting bodies, to a
great extent, have done something to keep
the image of fauna before the people.
They have done this almost on a world-
wide basis. Of the rugby teams of Aus-
tralia, one is known as the Kangaroos, and
another as the Wallabies. We find the
New Zealanders call their team the Kiwis;
and the South Africans refer to their
famous rugby team as the Springboks.
This shows that all nations have an
obligation and duty always to keep before
their people the significance of their
fauna,

It was suggested by Mr. McNeil]l that
we should give some consideration to
changing the name of the proposed board
and not call it the “fauna hoard.” I will
throw something into the ring for the con-
sideration of the Minister and suggest that
if he will be satisfied with a reasonably
long name we use the title “wildlife
preservation council,” If he wishes to
have a smaller name, perhaps he would
be content with ‘“‘wildlife council.” This
would simply necessitate changing the
interpretation of “fauna” and in its place
putting the word “wildlife,” so it would
cover fauna as dealt with by the Bill.

We have some remarkable fauna. If we
are goingz to educate the people o con-
serve cur fauna we must make them
realise there are good reasons for doing so.
I would refer first of all to what we call
our egg-laying marsupials, the mono-
tremes. There are two well-known speci-
mens, the platypus being of zreat
Australian importahce; and the other one,
the echidna, is well known in our own
State. With all other mammals, the young
are born alive,

At this stage I propose to read a very
remarkable {elegram which had great
significance to those who received it.
The year was 1884. A scientist by the
name of William A, Caldwell rode from
the Barion River in Queensland to a
nearby station and sent a telegram to the
British Association for the Advancement
of Beience, which was meeting at Montreal.
There is a big distance between the origin
of the telegram and where it was received.
The chairman at this scientific gathering
in Montreal rose and read the message,
the reaction to which was electric, and all
delegates rose and cheered. It is a very
short telegram, containing only four words,
as follows:—

Monotremes Qviparous, ovum mero-
blastic.

This telegram indicated that it had been
discovered scientifically that there were
mammals which laid ezgs. So far as the
science conference was concerned, that was
one of the most inspiring moments its
members had ever experienced In connec-
tion with their work.

The platypus has the long hame of
Ornithorhynchus anatinus. It has that
name because there are so many points
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associated with its appearance. It has a
bird-like beek, webbed feet, and looks like
a duck. As a matter of fact, I have heard
a good definition of the platypus. It is
said that a platypus is really a duck de-
signed by a committee! Whether or not
that is true I would not know. After
mating, they normally lay two eggs, but
sometimes one and sometimes even three.
The incubation period is gquite rapid—it is
about 10 days before the young come out,
at which time they are just over half an
inch in length, It has been observed that
in captivity their life is around 10 years.

In this State we released them in
National Park; and there is a possibility
that in the future we may release them
in cur southern rivers. The unforfunate
thing is that our rivers probably do not
contain enough of the small animal life
required for their food, with the result
that they cannot rehabilitate themselves.
The only danger appears tc be that their
extinction may be brought about by the
over-use of insecticides—as mentioned by
Dy. Hislop—which may cause damage to
their matural food. There is also the
danger that in rivers they may be caught
in fish traps; and this may also cause them
to become extinet.

I would now like to say a few words
about the echidna. This is a strongly
bhuilt animal, its body being covered with
a bristle of spines. It is often referred to
as an ant-eater, but naturalists have
never seen it eating ants. This animal
lives on termites which, from a
naturalist’s point of view, are not ants,
although called “white ants.”

The echidna thrives in captivity and
there is & record of one having lived for
50 wvears. However, there is no record
whatever of their ever having bred in
captivity, This may be due to the fact
that in order to survive they require a
diet of such things as milk, eggs, chopped
up meat, and so on; and perhaps a lack
of termites in their diet may be respon-
sible for the fact that in captivity they
do not lay eggs. The mother develops
a pouch into which it lays the egg, and
the period of incubation is similar to
that of the platypus—about 10 days.
The baby, when born, feeds on milk
from the glands snd graduslly develops
little spines at quite an early age,
naturally to the great discomfort of the
mother echidna. It is said the feeling
is something akin to, ar even warse than
having dry breadcrumbs in one’s bed. If
any of us has ever experienced that feel-
ing, he can imagine how the mother
echidna feels when the young one starts
to grow its spines. The echidna is very
plentiful throughout Australia, particu-
larly in Tasmania, so there is no likeli-
hood of its ever becoming extinct.

From the egg-laying mamimal we pass
on to the marsupial mammal, with which
we are well acquainted in Western Aus-
tralla. ‘The word “marsupial” comes from
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the Latin word, marsupium, which means
a pouch. The birth opening is a few
inches from the pouch, and it is quite a
difficult feat for a baby kangaroo to get
from the kirth opening to the pouch of
the mother. It is not helped by the
mother. These things have been observed
by naturalists in many parts of Australia.

The first white man to see the marsupials
ang record his findings was Francis Pel-
sart. There are two broad classifications of
these mammals, the first being the meat
eaters, and the second the grass eaters.
In the first group there are what are
called polyprotodonts, those with big front
teeth. There is a large number of
families of these from the tiny duninart
—well known in Western Australia—to

the giant Tasmanian wolf. They fall
into the one class. The second group
comprises the diprotodonts, which are

grass eaters. In that class are the kan-
garoos, wombats, koalas, and phalangers.

It is amazing that koalas have survived
because man has been very unkind to them.
It is recorded that in 1924 —not so very
long ago—2,000,000 skins were taken in the
Eastern States. The koalas are wonderful
animals and how anyone could harm them
I would not know, However, in one year
2,000,000 skins were taken. In 1927, 10,000
licensed hunters operated in the Eastern
States and they destroyed 600,000 animals.
That is only 40 years ago and in spite of
that the koalas have adapted themselves
wonderfully; they can be found in prac-
tically all parts of Australia. I have seen
them in Queensland, Tasmania, Victoria,
and New South Wales. We also have them
at Yanchep. I cannot reeall seeing any in
South Australia, but I would not be sur-
prised to find that they exist there because
they are most adaptable creatures.

Among others, we have possums, walla-
bies, and quokkas, The Minister made re-
ference to quokkas in his second reading
speech, and I think reference was also
made to them by Mr. Lavery. Something
about quokkas with which members might
not be familiar, and to which I well refer,
is the riddle of reproduction. This has
been observed with quokkas, and since then
naturalists have found that this particu-
larly unusual occurrence takes place with
many other fypes. The observations were
made on captive quokkas and revealed that
young Jjoeys were born long after the males
were removed from the female yard. The
young were horn long past the period of
gestation, which period is generally 27 days.
The mother can become pregnant even
though still earrying a young in her body,
or a youngster in her pouch, Another egg
can be fertilised and develops to what
is called a 100-cell blastocyst. Dr. Hislop
and I will keep its meaning to ourselves,
but if anyone wants to know what it is I
will explain it privately. The development
of the blastocyst goes no further once it
reaches this stage, and if anything should
happen to the young which is already in
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the pouch—if it should die—the delayed
growth immediately develops and a second
young is born., If nothing happens to the
first young, nothing eventuates from the
second growth, That is quite an amazing
situation and I am sure all naturalists
would be greatly interested.

At Garden Island, of course, an animal
very similar to the quokka eXists and 1
have seen it often. It is the tammar.
Another group which is covered by the Bill
comprises marine mammals. I refer to
whales which are gradually being exter-
minated due to the callousness and
greed of some nations of the world
which will not aeccept restrictions
and are prepared to hunt the whales for
their own use, It seems that the day will
come when, unless all nations agree to
abide by the restrictions, whales will no
longer be found in the waters of the world.

Another mammal which some countries
of the world—particularly America—have
taken very strong measures to conserve, is
the fur seal. Around our coast—I have
often seen them at Rottnest and other
places—we have hair seals. Also in that
category are dugongs and dolphins. Dol-
phins, of course, are noted for their re-
markable intelligence. Anybody who has
been to Tweed Heads and has seen the
dolphins playing volley ball, and jumping
to catch fish, and danecing and doing all
sorts of tricks, will realise that next to
human beings they must be the most in-
telligent creatures in the world. I had to
put in that plug for ourselves because some
people might think that dolphins were more
intelligent than we are. After all, someone
has to feed them when they are in cap-
tivity.

To cartry on to bird life, I think that
in Australia we have about 531 species. The
first on my list of birds are thase I saw
when we were on our north-west tour. At
Kununurra we were privileged to see a
couple of bower birds. They are wonder-
ful birds which build a playground of any
bright objects which they find. Y have
particularly mentioned bower birds because
when its habits became known a new ex-
pression came into use in the English
language. This is a fact and I am not
trying to put anything across members. It
will be found that in the English language
“a regular bower bird” means a person who
pieks up things that do not belong to him.
That expression came into aceepted use.

We do not have woodpeckers in this
country. Perhaps we would keep our hats
on if we did have them. However, in
their place we have black cockatoos and
parrots. We have another remarkable bird
in the mallee-fowl, which I think will
eventually come to our State. That bird
builds a mound for its eggs and it controls
the temperature of the mound. If the
bird finds that the eggs are too hot, it
will remove some layers from the mound;
and if the mound is not hot enough it

[COUNCIL.]

will add a few extra lavers. I think if
the public were properly educated In
regard to our birds, there would really
be no necessity to bring down Bills to
control and preserve our fauna.

We also have flightless birds, and the
most common one, of course, is the emu
which appears on the Australian Coat of
Arms. I can remember—and this is for
the benefit of our farmer friends—that
in 1932 the Army was called in to
exterminate emus because they were caus-
ing so much destruction in the wheat-
belt. After quite a gallant fight on the
part of the Army, using machine-guns
and s¢ on, the war was given up as a bad
job and the emus won., That was a
victory worth recording!

Between 1945 and 1960 bounties were
paid by various local governing author-
ities on 284,724 of these birds; yet they are
still plentiful. Only a fortnight ago I was
at the coast and during the middle of
the day I saw two emus. This was not
very far north of Perth. In order to
preserve such a wonderful bird I feel that
national parks are needed. I have noticed
emus in captivity at Yanchep and there
were many little ones, so evidently they
take very kindly to captivity,

Although the farming community might
not agree with me, I suggest that there
should be complete protection in the
farming areas. Regular cropping could
be carried out by men appointed by the
department. Those men could ensure
there was no danger of the emu becom-
ing a pest., In those circumstances I do
not ct;hinl't anybody would be inconveni-
enced.

The Hon. E. C. House: Have you seen
their big feet?

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I have seen them,
having lived a little longer than most mem-
bers. I was interested to hear Dr. Hislop
refer to magpies. Magpies and buicher
birds are two of the finest singing birds
in the world. This is recognised by all
authorities., Those birds have an outstand-
ing beauty and range and power in song.
It is generally conceded that they are the
equal of, if not superior to, any other
birds in the world,

I think I can spare a few minutes to
refer to a bird which appears on our
coins—that is, the lyre bird. If there is
a bird in which we, as Australians,
should take pride it is the lyre bhird.
Not far from Melbourne there is a
sanctuary in Sherbrooke Forest, and two
very well-known artists in Robett Help-
mann and Katherine Hepburn saw the
lyre birds perform their courtship dance.
They were in ecstasies about it, so much
50 that Robert Helpmann wrote a well-
known ballet called “Display.” It has
been featured in all parts of the world,
and it is a ballet which advertises our
fauna.
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We have all seen other birds of various
colours. I have seen budgerigars in
hundreds of thousands in the north. The
budgerigar is such a delicate little bird
that one would never dream it was of
tropical origin. In the north in their
native surroundings, they are all green.
A strange thing is that although they
appear to be helpless they are almost a
match for the falcons. A falcon will dive
at a mass of these small birds but the
flock will open up and the falcon misses
out. They are really amazing, and
something to be proud of.

Reference was made to the noisy scrub
bird which has been caught and identi-
fied in the Albany area. It is a glorious
songster but one might wonder why such
a great fuss was made ahout this bird
which was thought to be extinet. The
reascen for the fuss is that it has always
been referred to as the Australian night-
ingale. So it ¢an be seen why naturalists
got s0 worked up about the discovery of
the hird. Although many people have
taken a certain amount of eredit—and
they deserve it—for the reserve at Albany,
I feel it was the inspiration of the words
of Prince Philip himself, which was
responsible for the reserve.

I was amazed the other day to see in
the paper a picture and an article about
the long-necked tortoises crossing the road
at Shenton Park to lay their eggs. I would
like to pay a tribute to the publie spirited-
ness of Mr. Flood who put up the notice,
ajthough it was inaccurate. The notice
was, “Beware Turtles Crossing Road.”
They were not turtles; they were long-
necked tortoises.

Until 1953 it was thought that the only
tortoises were long-necked tortoises. How-
ever, in 1953 at a wildlife show at the
Town Hall, in Perth, a young lad named
Robert Boyd exhibited a short-necked
tortoise., It caused quite a sensation. I
believe the lad told Dr. Serventy that al-
though the show exhibited a lohg-necked
tortoise, he, Boyd, had a short-necked gne.
Of course, Dr, Serventy thought there were
no short-necked tortoises. The lad said
that not only did he have one but he
could also take the doctor to where there
were plenty more. The Museum Director,
Mr. Glauert, identified it as an absolutely
new species. The reaction was that in an
area not very far from Perth, over 500
acres of land have been reserved for the
short-necked tortoise, and it is likely to
be perpetuated.

That is the point I am trying to make
in speaking at length. We all have a part
to play in educating people in the belief
that we have one heritage, and we have
to preserve it.

Another remarkable animal we find
portrayed on the 2¢ coin is the frilled
lizard. It is really amazing to watch him
get up with his big frilled collar. He
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always reminds me of one of the courtiers
in the days of King Charles and the
Stuarts.

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: What about
the mountain devil?

The Hon. J. DOLAN: Yes, he is on my
list, and there is also the blue-tongued
lizard. I wonder how many of us, when
we drive our cars along the country roads,
see these creatures which do no harm to
anyone? Although, on one occasion I put
my hand down a rabbit burrow and was
bitten on the end of one of my fingers by
one of these lizards. I wonder how many
of us pause along the road and make a
survey of the scene that lies before us.
There is not a day that one drives
through the country when one cannot
see the crushed bodies of these creatures.

The Hon. E, C. House: They are pro-
tected. There is a 310 fine imposed on
anycne who runs over them.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I would like to
collect the fine for every one I have seen
on the road after it has been run aver by
a vehicle. Strange things have happened
among our fauna which have benefited the
pastoralist. I wonder how many pas-
toralists know that the dingo is respon-
sible for Australia having the most famous
catfle dog in the world—the Queensland
blue heeler. The original blue heeler was
half dingo. This accounts for the fact
that these cattle dogs have such wonder-
ful stamina. They have also acquired
their intelligence from the dingo. The
dingo has therefore made a wonderful
contribution to the success of the pastoral
industry. On the other hand, of course,
the dingo has been responsible for causing
a great deal of damage in many ways. We
must, however, consider their other attri-
butes before we harm these creatures.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: What about
reptiles?

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I now wish to
refer to the lung fish which I have seen
in Queensland. It is one of the most
amazing fish in the world and I think it
lives in our swamps in the north. It is a
double hreather. It can breathe oxygen
that is dissolved in the water, by means of
gills, and then it comes on to the land and
breaths air by means of lungs. Its only
living relatives are found in Africa and
South America, and they have been traced
back to creatures that lived 400,000,000
years ago. So in Australia we have fish that
can trace their ancestry back further than
any one of us can trace ours.

There are some dangers to our wildlife.
and I use this term to glve some indica-
tion that the word “wildlife” sounds as
good as fauna. At least "wildlife” is an
English word which does not have a Latin
crigin. Our wildlife can be exposed tc
dangers by the over-use of insecticides, and
those who feel that that cannot happen
would be well advised to read Silend
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Spring, As Dr. Hislop said a while ago,
willy-wagtails are delightful creatures,
and how anyone can harm them I do not
know. I used to have many moments of
pleasure watching them when they nested
in my backyard. We had an old black cat
that used to lie on his back and howl
when they attacked him. They had him
blufied.

There is the danger, of course, that
people will kill fauna for sport, or for their
skins. I know a man who took pride in the
fact that he had several rugs made from
the skins of some of our great specimens
of fauna. On the other hand, we have
many predatory animals, particularly
foxes, which have heen infroduced to
Australia from other countries and they
;epresent a danger to many of our natural
auna.

We have several reserves for the preser-
vation of fauna and in that respect all
Governments have done excellent work.
However, until many of these reserves
become national parks, with all the sig-
nificance of national parks, in the same
way as they have in South Africa where
wonderful animal species are protected
and preserved in the famous Kruger
National Park, and in some of the national
parks in America, such as Yellowstone, our
work remains incomplete. In the national
parks I have just mentioned marvellous
service has been rendered not only to the
people of the country in which they are
situated, but also to people in all other
parts of the world.

I understand Australia has 2 grand total
of approximately 5,000 square miles of
national parklands, which is one-sixth of
1 per cent. of the total area of Australia.
In taking the word of naturalists—particu~
larly that of Dr. Serventy—it is estimated
that Australia should be able to reserve
5 per cent. of its total ares, or roughly
150,000 suguare miles. Tasmania, although
only a small State, leads the Common-
wealth with her national parks. Four per
cent. of the total area of Tasmania has
been reserved for parkland. Vicforia runs
second with less than 1 per cent. of its
total area. Queensland has one-fifth of 1
per cent. of its total area reserved for
parkland, and South Australia and West-
ern Australia each have one-tenth of 1
per cent. of their total areas set aside for
ngtional park-lands.

Western Australia has many fauna re-
serves and for that 1 give all Governments
full credit. I would also like to pay a
tribute to the Education Department which
fosters the growth of such organisations
as the Gould League of Bird Lovers.
Branches of this league will be found in
nearly every school, and the objects of
this organisation are to teach the children
not only about the many varieties of birds
but also to illustrate their usefulness.
There are some people who have no use
or regard for bhirds and yet they do a
remarkable service for man. For example,
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at one time egrets were almost sacred
birds in Egypt. and they were responsible
for saving the cotton crops. Yet today,
they are slaughtered.

It is amazing that people perform such
acts, because they do not realise the eco-
nomic value of various birds. Nowadays
our schools hold nature conservation days.
I have to attend one later this month and
it is on those days that children are
taught to conserve areas where our fauna
nest and breed. About a month ago I was
fortunate to have the opportunity to make
sure there was nao interference with one of
these areas, and in that respect I would
commend the co-operation of the Metro-
politan Region Planning Authority, and
also the shire which was responsible for
the contrel of this area. Both of these
bodies took immediate action to ensure
that there was no interference with the
flora or fauna.

Another factor which I consider would
contribute towards educating the people to
regard our wildlifz with a certain amount
of awe is the wildlife festival which is held
annually in Perth. It is an event that all
members should see every year, because
there is always something new and inspir-
ing about it.

I commend the Bill to the House. As
an adijunct to the measure all members
should make themselves lovers of birds
and animals, to ensure their preservation.
If we do that we will make the best con-
tribution possible towards the preservation
of what must be regarded by people of all
countries as the most remarkable fauna
known in the world today.

THE HON, 8. T. J. THOMPSON (Lower
Central} [8.38 p.m.): There are few of us
who would raise anhy protest against the
protection of our fauna and the constitu-
tion of the proposed fauna board. When
it is established this body will have a tre-
mendous task in front of it. No doubt it
will save and preserve some fauna species
we have been destroying over many years.
However, it will also have an obligation, I
feel, to landowners whose properties ad-
join the respective reserves situated in the
agricultural areas.

The vermin on these reserves have at
times proved to be a great burden on
the adioining landowners. This aspect was
referred to by Mr. Abbey, Another feature
is the tremendous fire risk which these
reserves vepresent.

The Kon. L. A. Logan: I have a few
up my way.

The Hon, S, T. J. THOMPSON: I sup-
pose, when travelling along country roads,
some motorists take great delight In see-
ing kangaroos hopping out of various
paddocks. However, as Mr. House has
said, it is not very amusing to the person
who owns the property and whose crop the
kangaroos have destroyed. I therefore con-
sider that the proposed fauna board will
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have plenty of scope to take steps to pro-
vide more protection for farmers, particu-
larly in eliminating the fire risk that
exists with many of these fauna reserves,
At the moment those in charge are very
reluctant to put a fire through them and
there is no doubt that after a short time
tpi reserves constitute a considerable fire
risk.

Mr. Abbey was of the opinion that all
potential fauna areas should be grouped
so that they come under the control of
one authority, and I agree with him en-
tirely beeause fthis would prove to be of
benefit to all our fauna. Mr. Abbey also
pointed out that the existing fauna re-
serves could be greatly augmented if many
of the forestry reserves were opened up
for the protection of fauna. Once again, I
consider that that is a very wise suggestion.

YWhen travelling along the Perth-Albany
road recently I have noticed that many
specimens of fauna, particularly small
animals, seem o be returning to our
countryside. This is most evident in the
hills section of the Perth-Alhany road
which has led me to believe that there has
heen a considerable increase in the num-
bers of these specimens in recent years.

The Hon, E. C, House: That has been
due to the vermin legislation.

The Hon. 8. T. 4. THOMPSON: That is
so; but on the other hand, as Mr. House
knows, all these species like {o graze on
the new shoots that appear on burnt land.
I also think the grain that is blown off
the trucks f{ravelling along the road
is responsible for the re-emerging of
many of the fauna we see today.

The forestry reserves have one advan-
taze over the small fauna areas that are
scattered throughout the State; namely,
they are not suinject to the continual lay-
ing of poison to control vermin. The lay-

. ing of poison has had a disastrous effect
on fauna throughout the agricultural
areas. Practically none of the old fauna
exists today, although foxes and kanga-
roos are prevalent in the agricultural
areas. It appears that the phosphorous
poisons we used so freely during the rab-
bit plague some years ago were responsible
for the death of many of the fauna
species. No doubl these poisons have
been responsible for the disappearance of
many of our birds.

Fortunately poison 1080 is being used at
present to control rabbiis and it has also
had a marked effect on the control of
foxes. In turn, the use of this poison is
allowing the small birds to multiply
throughout the country districts. We now
see many plovers and the little ground
larks returning to the fields despite the
fact that only a short time ago it was
considered that they were becoming ex-
tinct. Another bird I noticed in my area
recently, and which I had not noticed for
some time, was the curlew. This species
of bird used to be plentiful before the
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days of the fox. Of course, those birds
which nest on the ground are & sitiing
shot for the fox: there is no doubt they
have suffered as a result of their nesting
habits.

It will be a lengthy project for the
fauna protection board to bring back into
circulation some of those species of birds
which were becoming extinct. However,
I am quite sure that its efforts will be
appreciated by those members of the
public who are bird lovers.

Many old-timers are familiar with these
species, but I am sure the vast majority
of the younger generation have hot seen
them, These are the species which the
board is endeavouring to preserve.

A great deal of discussion has taken
place on duck shooting. We have to de-
cide whether steps should be iaken to
protect the ducks, or to provide good
shooting for the shooters.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: A bit of
both.

The Hon. 8. T. J. THOMPSON: I sup-
port the licensing system, but if we are
to protect the ducks then the proposed
opening date of the season—the 20th
January-—should be adhered to. This will
shorten the season by approximasately one
manth, and this is the best way to pre-
serve the ducks.

The Hoh. L. A. Logan: If they run out
of ducks they can shoot emus.

The Hon. 8, T. J. THOMPSON: The 5
am. opening of the season is pretty dis-
astrous to the ducks., The time of 2 p.n.
on 5 Saturday has been suggested, but I
would prefer the opszning time to be a
speciiied date. If that is done then the
time of shooting will commence at one
minute after midnight. Some shooters
would take advantage of that and would
commence shooting at that time; and if
they did so they would scatter the ducks
hefore the organised groups got around
to slaughtering them.

The Hon. T. Q. Perry: You seem to be
a spoilsport.

The Hon. 5. T, J. THOMPSON: In
Wagin we find carload upon carload of
shooters converging on the town. Refer-
ence was made by Mr. Ahbsy to shooters
making a night of it at the opehing of
the s:ason, and I should say they do that
rather genercusly. I do not agree that
by setting the time at 2 p.n. on a Satur-
day, there will, in effect, be a double apen-
ing of the season.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: You recken the
shoctzrs would see four ducks instead of
two!

The Hon. S. T. J. THOMPSON: But by
fixing the time at 2 p.m. we would have
the lakes swrrounded by shooters, and every
duck that rose into the air would be shot,
By opening the season at midnight some
shooters will begin shooting at that hour
and will stir up the ducks. They will thus
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make it harder for those who begin shoot-
ing subsequentiy. If we regard ourselves as
sportmen we should try to shoot the ducks
in the more difficult way.

Regarding the preservation of ducks, I
do not think they are as scarce as some
members would have us believe. In the
Wagin area large numbers of ducks are
found. The prinecipal species does not go
near the lakes or the watercourses, but is
found in the paddocks of farmers, and at
the dams. Over recent years this species
has multiplied considerably, and there is
not a property which does not have a
large concentration of them. This species
seems to be very clever and seems to be
aware when the 22nd December arrives.
One could drive a harvester around the
paddock and find plenty of geese, but
come the opening of the season and they
are gomne.

The Hon. G. C, MacKinnon:
they carry a Collins diary!

The Hon. 8. T. J. THOMPSON: They
seem to return the next winter, and they
are prolific breeders. When the waters run
Jow they invade the dams and cause
‘much pollution to stock water. Mr. Ron
Thompson referred to the salt lakes in
his district. I should say that all the lakes
in my district go salty around Christmas,
and after that the ducks cause a problem.
There is much slaughtering done around
the dams, because this is an easier way
to bag them. It is probably more difficult
to find the ducks when all the swamps
and watercourses are full. With those
remarks, I support the Bill.

Perhaps

THE HON. J. HEITMAN (Upper West)
[8.51 pm.1: T do not intend to speak at
length on this measure. The Minister said
the Bill covered seven parts, and perhaps
it would be sufficient if I dealt with the
parts in which I am interested. The part
in which I am most interested is the pro-
vision to delete section 5 of the Act
under which the Fisheries Act, the
Vermin Act, the Whaling Act, and the
Zoological Gardens Act have precedence
over the Fauna Protection Act. The Gov-
ernment is perhaps going too far in this
respect.

Up to the present the Agriculture Pro-
tection Board has been very effective in
the control of vermin and noxious weeds,
and it has been set up on the same lines
as the proposed fauna board. Representia-
tives from various organisations are
appointed to that board to police the Act,
in conjunction with the local authorities
and farmers, in regard to vermin and
noxious weeds. I cannot think of people
more capable than the representatives of
the Agrieculture Protection Board of polic-
ing the vermin side of the legislation, or of
advising the fauna board where fauna
comes into the matter and vermin goes out.

Under the Bill the Minister will have
the right to appoint the Government re-
presentative on the fauna board, and he is
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to be the executive officer of the Agriculture
Protection Board. With a committee of 10
he will submit the views of the Agriculture
Protection Board, but there are nine other
members on the fauna board to be satisfied.
In my view this is nol a good set-up.
Being a farmer I know what damage
can be caused by vermin, especially when
kangarcos and emus come down from the
north in thousands during dry seasons.
When they reach areas in which they are
protected, some authority should be pro-
vided to declare them to be vermin. While
the membership of the fauns board will
consist of capable men and those who are
experts in the fields in which they are
engaged, it does not alter the fact that the
Agriculture Protection Board has been
responsible for the control of vermin and
for the upholding of the rights of fthe
individual when damage was caused. Now
that board is to be deprived of thaf res-
ponsibility, and one of its members is to
be appointed to the fauna board where he
will have one voice against nine others.

The new board should work in close co-
operation with the shires in country dis-
tricts, because they can be of great
assmtance to the board in the control of
vermin and in the policing of the legisla-
tion. More thought should be given to the
appointment of the additional members to
the existing Fauna Protection Board, and
such ~ additional membership should
include men with practical experience in
country districts. Perhaps one repre-
sentative from the Country Shire
Councils’ Association, one from the
Farmers’ Union, and one from the
Pastoralists and Graziers Association
should be included. There is no doubt
that such representatives would be
familiar with the habits of the fauna
that is to be protected, and would he
of greater assistance to ihe board than
the members with expert knowledge in
zoology, forestry, and other aspects-
covered by the Act. I therefore commend
to the Minister that consideration be given
to enlisting the aid of practical men to
act as members of the fauna board. If
that were done a more balanced judgment
would be arrived at by the board in ifs
decisions.

Clause 26 of the Bill relates to the pro-
hibition of noise, buildings, roads, and
other structures on fauna reserves. 1
would remind the Minister of a trip he
made to Wongan Hills, when he flew over
Lake Ninan. In the summer it is used by
a water ski club and as a picnic area.
The opposite side of the lake is inhabited
by large numbers of swans, ducks, and
other types of winged game. The area is
policed by the local fraternity, and ne
shooting is allowed.

Despite the noise and the roads which
have been built around the edge of the
lake, and despite the water skiing
activities during the summer, these water
fowl, ducks, and swans, remain on the
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lake. Therefore the prohibition of noise,
roads, and other buildings, in fauna
reserves is not the answer to the preserva-
tion of the bird life.

After having listened to Mr. Dolan’s
contribution I am led to believe that quite
a8 number of birds and animals have a
certain amount of intelligence for which
we do not give them credit. They realise
when people are taking steps to preserve
their existence.

The Hon. H. X, Watson: You suggest
they can distinguish between the noise
of a shotgun and other types of noise?

The Hon. J. HETTMAN: Very definitely.
Perhaps we could place more emphasis on
this side of the question, and encourage
people to preserve fauna rather than to

destroy it. Here again, local knowledge
could assist to a great extent. I support
the Bill.

THE HON. H, €, STRICKLAND (North}
[9p.m.): I have only a few brief observa-
tions to make in eonnection with this
fauna legislation. I feel that maybe
naturalists and bird and animal lovers
would go a little bit too far if some type
of restriction was not in force.

In Western Australia we have legisla-
tion to preserve animals, vegetation, and
bird life and also, I suppose, some types
of reptiles and spiders. We have not
heard snything about those yet, but I
expect they are included somewhere in
the legislation or its regulations. On the
other hand, we have the Agriculture
Protection Board which is, under legisia-
tion, charged with the responsibility of
wiping out, if possible, some of the
animals and birds which the fauna legis-
lation seeks to preserve. Therefore, I do
hope that some sort of balance will be
established because very wmany of the
birds and animals which are protected
under one piece of legislation cause
terrific damage in the northern and
pastoral areas of the State.

It is a well-known fact that some of
the Pilbara sheep stations have heen
ahsolutely wiped out. They are no longer
in existence as producers because of the
ravages of wild dogs and eagles. Many
thousands of kangaroos also abound on
the leases. I could mention at least eight
or 10 stations with no-one at all on them
now. They are completely abandoned and
consequently they are breeding places for
vermin, as some of this fauna is classified
by the Agriculture Protection Board.

I remember that some years ago a new
large fauna and flora reserve was estab-
lished just outside the old rabbit-proof
fence which runs through Ajana on the
very extreme edee of the northern wheat-
belt. We have been told tonight of the
ravages of emus which ¢come down from
the pastoral areas in the dry seasons. Mr.
Dolan mentioned the machine-gunning by
the Army. This particular area, which is
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now a reserve, is where the machine-
gunning took place.

During the last 10 yvears an emu-proof
fence has been erected between the north-
eastern wheatbelt and the Murchison
wheatbelt, as I will ¢all it, to keep the emus
back from the farming areas. Therefore,
although the emu is a fine stately bhird
and a national emblem, and although the
kanearoo is also held wp as a national
embiem, they hoth do a terrific amount
of damage in the pastoral areas, and if
they get into the agricultural areas, as we
call them, they do just as much damage.
Therefore, as I have said, I think we can
go a little too far.

The caost of the activities of the Agri-
culture Protection Board, which is respon-
sible for controlling some of this fauna,
was just over $840,000, which is a great
deal of money to spend to exterminate this
fauna. Yet here we are in the metropoli-
tan area heping to protect and preserve
them.

It is interesting to read of some of the
activities of this board. For instance, in
connection with its aerial baiting schemc
for wild dogs, the board dropped 1,066,000
baits by air and in doing so cavered 21,530
miles. The number of wild dog scalps
handed into the department and paid for
totalled 3,206, These scalps were handed
in by trappers, doggers. pastoralists,
natives, and anyone else who happened to
be working in the area and trapped or
shot a dog. Hawever, the number of
scalps presented for payment of the
bonus would be much smaller than the
number of dogs poisoned by aerial and
land baits. These scalps are never reco-
vered. The 1,066.000 baits dropped by air
does not, of course, include the number of
land baits laid by pastoralists and em-
ployees of the Agriculture Protection Board
throuzhout the pastoral and agricultural
areas. It is interesting to note that of
the wild dog scalps presented, only 75
came from the agricultural areas; the
rest came from the pastoral areas.

Although we have these pests c¢lassified
as vermin there are many people—and I
also join them—who admire many of these
animals. However, 1 believe that the
economy of the country and the settle-
ment of the vast areas of Western Aus-
tralia should take precedence over the
gazetting of perhaps far too many reserves
which simply breed vermin,

We know that some of these birds are
very pretty—birds such as the twenty-
eight or, as we call it, the ring-neck.
Flocks of this species abound in Safety
Bay when the Japanese pepper-trees are
in berry. They do not just bite off the
berry, as the white cotkatoo does. That
bird bites off what it wants and holds it
in its ¢law; but not the ring-neck. It bites
off the whole spray with the berries on it.
It will not reach out for the berries. It
takes the whole spray to the ground and
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then picks the berries off. These birds are
destructive, but they are very pretty.

In the report of the Agriculture Protec-
tion Board, mention is made of the fact
that galahs are very destructive, particu-
larly in the agricultural areas. They ruin
some of the shade trees in the paddocks
and interfere with stacked grain. They are
poisoned by the Agriculture Protection
Board, but, on the other hand, the Com-
monwealth Government will not allow any-
one to sell and ship them out of Australia.
The Minister told us that people in places
like Holland will pay hundreds of pounds
for one of these birds. Therefore it appears
the economy is a little upside down. We
poison the hirds by the thousand and yet
the Commonwealth bans their export.
That does not make sense. Pcrhaps the
Commonwealth can be apprised of the
situation in Western Australia so that we
may be able to open up another export

avenus. Thec report of the Agriculture
Protection Board, at page 9, has the
following, under the heading of
“Galahs”:—

A considerable amcunt of damage
was caused to stacked grain and shade
trees in the north eastern whegatbelf
areas. Attempts to poison them using
methods recommended by Agriculture
Protecticn Board staffi have been
reasonably successful.

Of course these birds can be poisoned by
placing poison in their drinking water,
but then all other birds which use the
same water are poisoned also. This is
rather unfortunate. It would be far better
to allow them to be trapped and exported
to wherever they are worth this amount
of money.

One pest which has caused a great
deal of economic loss to the ricegrowers
at Liveringa and on the Ord, is the brolga,
or native companion. At Camballin, the
ricegrowing area on the Liveringa station,
80 miles from Derby, on the Fitzroy River,
the ricegrowers devised & scheme to try
to overcome the destruction caused by the
brolga, This bird was protected and was
not allowed to be shot. Therefore the
growers devised a carbide gun, which
worked automatically. They had them
set up right around the crop on the banks
of the irrigation channels. The walter
dripped infto the carbide until it worked
up a gas and created an explosion, sound-
ing very much like a shotgun. The noise
echoed across the water. There were
literally hundreds of thousands of brolgas
—ithat is not exaggerating—in 1961 hiding
in the bush hoping that the noise would
stap. Of course the noise did not stop,
but the birds became used to it. They
woke up to the fact that no birds were
getting shot, and so in they went.

A brolga cannot rise straight up into the
air. It must run along the ground for a
certain distance first, and in doing so i
flaps its wings down on to the ground.
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Members can imagine the wide area of
destruction that their wings cause.

Combined with the destruction of the
brolga further north on the Ord, and at
Humpty Doo, the destruction of the wild
geese was experienced. They came in
thousands and enjoyed the rice very much.
Thenn came the white cockatoos and
corellas in huge numbers. When the grain
is in the rice they enjoy it thoroughly also.

Those three birds alone have been one of
the major handicaps to the establishment
of successful ricefields in the EKimberley
and at Humpty Doo. Therefore I hope
much more publicity will be given to the
depredation of some of this fauna.

Noxious weeds are also a great worry
to the agricultural areas of the State be-
cause quite a number of seeds, which were
never seen before, are appearing in West-
ern Australia.

Only recently, in the country hour ses-
sion on the 1adio, I heard that some type
of plant had bheen found in one of the
farming distriets in the south-eastern
wheatbelf,. The farmers were warned to
be very careful of it and fo eradicate the
plant when they saw it. It was a plant
with a yellow flower.

Another interesting item I heard dur-
ing an agricultural talk of some kind was
a warning issued through one of the re-
gional stations—I think it was Bunbury—
to farmers in some districts. The warning
concerned a wild dog which had killed a
number of sheep on a farmer’s property.
That dog did not kill because it was hun-
ery; it killed for sport.

I was at a station on the Fitzroy earlier
this year. We have read quite a bit about
the wedge-tail eagle recently, and a num-
ber of people imagine the wedge-tail eagle
will not interfere with lambs. While at
Quanbun Downs Station I saw that prac-
tically the only paddock where wedge-tail
eagles were in abundance was where the
ewes were lambing. The pastoralist took
me out to see the damage that had been
done. He had shot some wallabies and
poisoned them with strychnine, and around
each wallaby carcase there were several
eagles. I also saw several lambs which
had been partly consumed. Apparently
once the lambs get stale—which is very
quickly in the north, because of climate—
the eagles go for another fresh one. 1
suppose that is natural.

50 the wedge-tail eagles do cause & ¢on-
siderable amount of damage in the Kim-
berley on sheep stations, and they will
continue to do damage if the pastoralists
are not forever on the watch and always
attempting to poison them. And they do
get them; five or six around each wallaby
which has been poisoned. So goodness
knows how many there must be in the area.
It is significant that pastoralists have a
constant battle to maintain their flock
numbers because of the losses caused by
wedge-tail eagles and wild dogs.
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So I trust there will not be any large
fauna and flora reserves established in
the pastoral areas, because the pastora-
lists have toc much trouble now trying
to control kangaroos. I heard someone say
that 30,000 had heen poisohed in a few
days on one station, That is the kind of
thing which goes on, and it must go on
if any control is to be kept over the sheep
and cattle numbers. While I support the
Bill, I point out these difficulties.

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (Lower
West—Minister for Pisheries and Fauna)
[9.20 pm.1: It is very gratifying to think
this Bill has attracted the attention and
interest of members. Perhaps I might be
excused if I comment firstly on the re-
marks of the last two speakers. I do feel
that the story which I tried to get across
was understood by all except the last two
speakers. I tried to explain to Mr.
Huxley from the Farmers’ Union the point
raised by Mr. Heitman.

I explained in my second reading speech
that the deletion of section 5 is one of
those things which is done, to quite a big
extent, for appearance. At present, the
section reads as follows:—

(1> Where there is inconsistency be-
tween—
ta) the provisions of this Act:
and

(b) the provisions of—

the Fisheries Act. 1905-
1949,

the Vermin Act, 1918-
1948

the Whaling Act, 1937%7; or

the Zoological Gardens
Act, 1898,
the provisions referred to in

paragraph (b) of this subsection
shall prevail.

Very frequently overseas and in other parts
of Australia, criticism is levelled at West-
ern Australia because we will protect our
fauna only when everyone else is satisfied.
Remember, this Act originally stated “pro-
tect.” Now, the whole concept behind the
amendment is to change from “protection”
to “conservation.”

During my second reading speech 1
mentioned that one of the purposes of this
Bill was to license certain processing
plants so that we could, in fact, crop.
This State depends to a very great extent
on its agriculture. I have an idea I men-
tioned this in regard to pesticides. If I
did not, I must have done so at other times
I have spokenn. We know certain pesticides
have a deleterious effect on a lot of our
animal life, but it is reasonable that they
must continue to be used whilst they
are needed by the agricultural industry.
As better and less harmful insecticldes
are developed, those which are harmful
can be taken off the list and replaced by
the newer developments; but we do have
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a farming industry which must be pro-
tected. This is precisely why Mr. Tom-
linson is on the advisory committee and
will be a member of the board.

It is obvious that kangarcos in the sta-
tion eountry should be cropped. This is
as pbvious as it is that many other things
should be cropped. It is obvious that din-
goes should be kept under control. What
is sometimes less obvious but more real is
that there should be a great deal more
control over the domestic dog which, I
believe, is probably responsible for just
as many sheep losses as is the dingo.
Perhaps also what is not apparent is that
there should he much more control over
domestic cats which in their wild or feral
state—as it is known—ean create a great
desal of harm indeed. This is a matter of
balance.

If I remember correctly, it was Mr.
Dolan who said that the Duke of Edin-
burgh is probably responsible for the Two
Peopie Bay rtreserve. The tremendous
amount of publicity which has devolved
nn Western Australia hecause of the noisy
serub bird and the short-necked tortoise
is quite surprising, It might also surprise
members to know that in a worldwide pub-
lication, Animal, a magnificent magagine,
there is a five-page article which carries
beantifully coloured reproductions of dead
egrets and cranes which were shot last
Christmas in Western Australia by people
who were ostensibly duck shooting. As I
have sajd, this magazine has a worldwide
circulation and the article in question has
created a great deal of adverse comment.

This part of the legislation does create
adverse comment, but there is no danger
to the agricultural industry because it is
a matter of reasonahle balance. The mag-
pie geezse in the Northern Territory. to
which Mr. Strickland referred. were quite
easily controlled by putting a price on the
eges. The natives have collected the eggs
and have caused quite a deal of difference
in the actual numbers of magpie geese
from a conservation point of view. There
is room for these things to onerate. I
do hope members will appreciate the
fundamental difference in the concept of
protection and conservation. I personally
consider this is vitally important.

I wish to mention one other point which
Mr. Heitman mentioned in connection with
practical men. At the time, I thought
of Professor Mzin, Incidentally, Mr.
Lavery, Dr. Main was recently promoted ta
the status of professor and it would be very
difficult to find a more eminently nractical
man. I am hot very happy asout the
prospect of putting people who represent
organisations on to committees. From
my short experience, I consider it is pre-
ferable to choose & man who is representa-
tive of a particular group rather than a
person who represents that particular
group. Perhaps I could explain a little
further, If one asks an organisation to
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elect or nominate a man to represent it, I
do not think he does as well as if one is
chosen from among those people who will
give good service on a board; because he is
then acting in the capacity of a member
of the fauna board, rather than as a
representative of some outside organisa-
tion.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: You mean an
organism rather than an organisation?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I am
not too sure I understand what Mr. Watson
means, but I am sure members will under-
stand the point I am making. A consider-
able number of other items were brought
up which I do not think require to be
answered at this stage. However, I would
like to make some comment immediately
in regard to the name of the fauna board.
The word “fauna” is of Latin origin, Quite
frankly I am not too sold on the idea of
the suggested term “wildlife council” any
more than I am on the term “fauna board.”
This is because the fauna hoard actually
has to administer land and to consider
matiers other than just wildlife. I have
spent months trying to think of a better
name but finally I came up with the
suggested “fauna board.” I suppose this
would indicate that I am sold on that
name.

There are all sorts of arguments against
the wildlife aspeect, mainly bhecause Vic-
toria has a department of wildlife. The
department in Western Australia is a
fauna department and, all things con-
sidered, I suppose it is more sensible when
we have a fauna depariment and g
Fauna Protection Act to have a fauna
board. It does not seem sensible to switeh
over to wildlife unless the whole conceph
is switched.

The Hon. N. McNeill: That is quite {rue.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: If we
were going to change the name of the
department and everything else, there
might be some point; but the department
is the Fisheries and Fauna Department,

The Hon. P, R, H. Lavery: That was
done with the Lunacy Act.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes;
but there was very good reason for the
change. There is no unpleasant connota-
tion associated with the word “fauna” as
there was with the word “lunacy,” which
is completely outmoded.

The point has been raised that it may
be preferable to have flora and fauna
under the control of the one Minister. Mr,
Shugg, who is the principal executive
officer and the chief warden went arocund
the world and found that some countries
operate under the one department and
others oberate as we do under two different
departments. Even within Australia
different methods exist. It cannot be said
that one method works better than the
other, because it depends a little on the
particular set-up. Suffice it to say that
with fisheries and marine work, a biclogist
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is needed, and either a zoologist or a biolo-
gist is needed for fauna conservation.
With flora, however, the services of a
botanist are required. Therefore, the plac-
ing of fisheries and fauna under the
control of one department seems to work
quite well.

I agree with Mr. Ron Thompson that
the policing of these fauna reserves will
present many problems. In fact, I think
the whole concept will fall to the ground
unless we follow Mr. Dolan’s suggestion
of educating all the people of the State as
to the benefits of conservation and the
advantages that can be gained from this
work. This is most necessary in such a
large State as Western Australia,

For example, in those areas represented
by Mr. Strickland, the bustard is an ex-
cellent bird to have on a sheep station,
because it eats a tremendous number of
grasshoppers. It is also wise to encourage
the growth of plovers because they destroy
many pests. T will have investigations made
into the Lake Walyungup problem which
was highlighted by Mr. Ron Thompson, in
an endeavour to find some solution. I think
it is illogical to have a fixed date for the
opening of the duck-shooting season when
the seasons vary considerably in length.
The opening of the season is also governed
by the amount of water that is lying
around at the titme, and therefore it seems
reasonable that the opening of the season
should depend on the prevailing circum-
stances. In other words, there should be a
certain amount of flexibility to allow a
biological opening and closing date for
the duck-shooting season to enswre that
there are plenty of ducks available during
the season.

In answer fo Mr. Syd Thompson I would
like to say that we have to ensure we
have the ducks. It is a perfectly legitimate
sport which can be controlled by limiting
the bag. Throughout North America the
bag has been limited to three ducks; and
shooters sometimes travel 600 miles to
bag their three ducks, which proves that
this iz the sport they love. This is the
type of flexibility we are hoping to adopt
in the opening and closing of the duck-
shooting season in Western Australia.

It has been proved that ducks will
breed more than once during a season,
and will breed early or late depending on
the seasonal conditions. Therefore it
is necessary to have this flexibility in fix-
ing the opening and closing dates. This
would be an administrative aet under the
provisions of the Act itself. We would have
to ralse revenue from the licenses impased
to assist in the breeding of ducks and re-
forestation in some areas. We would also
have to build breeding boxes to foster the
breeding of ducks in certain areas.

Mr. Heitman referred to noise. The wil-

.ful disturbance by noise of any fauna

sanctuary is prohibited. It will be noted
that the words used are “wilful distur-
bance by noise.” That means deliberately
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disturbing faunsa in any sanctuary by mak-
ing a noise, It is fairly obvious that there
could be a lake in the middle of a reserve
and this lake could be split in two, as it
were, so that people were permitted to
shoot ducks at one end and water ski at
the other. To give an example of wilful
disturbance by noise, a shooter could go up
to the end of the lake where water skiing
was in progress and fire a double-barreiled
shotgun for the purpose of scaring the
ducks down to the other end of the lake.
There is need, of course, to make multiple
use of a particular ares, and it is found
that the use of one end of a lake for duck
shooting and the use of the other for
water skiing does work quite well.

Mr. Dolan referred to the need for estab-
lishing national parks. It was mentioned to
me the other day that in opening up
1,000,000 acres of agricultural land every
vear, we could perhaps institute some sort
of system similar to that operating in
subdivisions when 10 per cent. is set aside
for public open space; because in actual
fact we have, overall, a much smaller
area than this reserved for use as national
parks.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: That is what
Mr. Whiteman is doing at Mussel Pool.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Many
farmers are already reserving some of their
land for use as open space and, as Mr.
Abbey has mentioned, some are establish-
ing their own private sanctuaries. In
reply to Mr. Lavery I do nof think I
made myself quite clear when speaking
of quokkas. In order that quokkas can
be retained for scientific purposes and
observation, we have set aside 500 acres
of swampland on the mainland which
will be fenced and retained specifically
as a quokka farm. This is apart from
the development that is being done on
Rottnest itself. It is believed that because
of the change in habitat of the quokkas
at Rottnest, the population of these ani-
mals will probably level off at about 10,000.
It is considered that that number of
quokkas will be kept on Rottnest Island.
However, because of the difficuity of keep-
ing them sufficiently peaceful so that they
can be observed from s scientific point
of view, it is desirable to have a reserve
close to the city on which they can hbe
kept for scientific observation and for
teaching purposes.

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: It is worth
while keeping Rottnest as a scientific
place for quokkas.

The Hon. G. C. MacEINNON: This wil]
be done and, in fact, we have a house on
the island for the accommodation of Uni-
versity students engaged on this work. In
addition, as T have said, we will be reserv-
ing 500 acres of land on the mainland
as a guokka farm,

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: I just want
to be clear on one point. There are still
some quokkas to remain on Rotinest?
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The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes; we
expect the quokka population on Rottnest
to be stabilised at 10,000, Professor
Warner, who is one of the world's great-
est authorities on marsupials, has advised
me that this will be a suitable number
to be retained on Rottnest. It will be
found that quokkas are the sort of
creatures that become tame very quickly.

The Hon. R. Thompson: They mix
pretty well,

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Dr.
Hislop mentioned the willy-wagtail. This
reminded me that the other evening I
heard a frog-mouthed owl at Doubleview,
and it is believed that the willy-wagtail
is starting to return in numbers. I
think I have answered most of the
queries raised, Mr. Syd Thompson pointed
out. that many of the fauna reserves
constitute a fire risk, and also present
problems by breeding many pests, It is
hoped that when the fauna board is able
to put its working plans into operation
on the reserves it will effect many im-
provements and will bring them up to the
same standard as the Tuttanning reserve.

I would like to menfion to Mr. Dolan
that he could see maliee-fowl mounds at
the Tuttanning reserve. He could see them
being scratched out each morning and fil-
led in again at night. On these reserves it
is necessary to burn portions of the bush so
that suitable feed can be provided. We hope
we will be able to do this, and in many
areas, through the goodwill of adjacent
farmers, much is now being done. As T
said when I introduced the Bill, there will
be matters which will require detailed dis-
cussion in the Committee stage.

I thank members for their wonderful
reception of the Bill, and I trust their
wishes and hopes for the future of the
fauna. of the State are realised. When
the Bill is passed, I think we will have
a better foundation to do what we wish
to do. I commend the measure to the
House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitllee

The Deputy Chairman of Commitiees
(The Hon. F. D. Willmott) in the Chair;
The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon (Minister for
Fisheries and Fauna) in charge of the
Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3 put and passed.
Clause 4: Section 6 amended—

The Hon. N, McNEILL: As I indicated
during the second reading I was not at
all happy with the choice of names
referred to by the Minister, and accord-
ingly I propose to submit an amendment.
If it is accepted it will mean that a great
many other clauses in the Bill will need
to be amended. It will mean some 40
amendments altogether. Rather than
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discuss the matter now the Minister
might care to report progress.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I think
we should sleep on the suggestion, and,
in the cireumstances, it would he prefer-
able {o report progress.

Progress

Progress reported and leave given to
sit again, on motion by The Hon. G. C.
MacKinnon (Minister for Fisheries and
Fauna).

MARKETABLE SECURITIES TRANSFER
ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Assembly with-
out amendment.
COUNTRY HIGH SCHOOL HOSTELS
AUTHORITY ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and,
on motion by The Hon. A. F. Griffith
(Minister for Mines), read a first time.

House adjourned at 9.45 D.m.

#ipgislatiue Assembly

Tuesday, the 10th October, 1967

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman)} took the
Chair at 4.30 p.n., and read prayers.

ACTS (7) : ASSENT
Message from fthe Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to
the following Acts:—
1. Lotteries (Control) Act Amend-
ment Act.
2. Evaporites (Lake
Agreement Act.
3. Albany Harbour Board Act
Amendment Act.
4. Bunbury Harbour Board Act
Amendment Act.
5. Indecent Publications Act Amend-
ment Act.
6. Police Act Amendment Act.
q. Phgsiotherapists Act Amendment
ct.

MacLeod)

QUESTIONS (22): ON NOTICE

LEGAL AID
Imtroduction of Legislation
1. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:
(1> Is he aware that—

(a) not only indigent but also
middle group earners are
affected by the high cost of
legal proceedings;

(h} the New South Wales Gov-
ernment has approved a
scheme to subsidise legal ex-
penses in selected cases of
this group;

{¢) the financial assistance will
come from interest earned
on investment of trust funds
held by solicitors on behalf
of clients?

(2Y Is any legislation contemplated
this session of the same or com-
parable nature to make possible

. financial assistance to those who
cannot afford recourse to law?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) (a) Yes, where they are liti-
gants and the cost is high.
(b I understand so.
(¢) It will come from portion of
such interest.
{2) Yes.

SCHOOL TEACHERS
Appointmenls from Overseas

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for

Education:

(1) Referring to my question 8 of
the 4th October, 1967, of the 38
school teachers brought to this
State, how many are still in the
empiloyment of the department?

(2} Of these, how many are teaching
in primary, junior high, senior
high, and other schools?

(3) How many are male and how
many are female teachers?

(4) How many of each sex have been
appointed to the permanent staff?

Mr. LEWIS replied:

(1) 38.

(2) Primary schools ... 186
Junior high scheols e e ——
High schoals ... e B
Senior high schools ... e 12
Others . e 2

" (3) Male ... 22
Female - 1%

(4} Male e 1

Female . ... ... Nil

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT
Meetings of Ralepayers
Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Local
Government;
What section of the Local
Government Act allows for the
calline of a meeting of ratepayers
as distinct from a meeting of
electors?

Mr. NALDER replied:
Sections 487 and 527,



